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OFF THE EDITOR’S CHEST 


F lgerarged every consumer has had at some time a 
need or an opportunity to refill a prescription. 
The prescription may have been filled for him original- 
ly a week before, or perhaps months, and in some in- 
stances years ago. Except for prescriptions contain- 
ing certain narcotic drugs, prescription refilling has 
been a common custom acceptable to both the consumer 
and the pharmacist. Some data indicate that at least 
30 percent of the prescriptions filled are refills of the 
original, and the actual number may be even higher. 

Today the consumer is faced with a different prob- 
lem when he wishes to have a prescription refilled. In 
the latter part of 1949, the Food and Drug Administra- 
tion took the position that the refilling of a prescription 
without specific authorization from the physician is a 
violation of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act. The pharmaceutical societies holding a brief for the 


pharmacist take the position that the Food and Drug 
Admin.'s action is an indefensible one and they fear 
encroachment into the domain of the pharmacist and 
his economic interests. The medical societies have not 
at present writing expressed themselves officially on 


the subject. 

Any proposal for protective government regulation 
is customarily drafted to set up protection for all 
people at all intellectual and economic levels, and thus 
)it turns out that whatever restrictions are imposed 
affect those who need them least or not at all, as well 
as those who do need protection. A compromise 
should be made in matters such as the refilling of 
prescriptions since it is not in order to punish the per- 
son who knows the limitations of prescription refilling 
for the carelessness, ignorance, or unwillingness to 
read, of the person who may assume that a prescription 
which was good for him five years ago would be equally 
useful today when his condition of health may be 
entirely different or he may have been subjected to 
serious intervening illness, operation, or disability. 

Consumers’ Research feels that any system of regu- 
lation of refilling of prescriptions should give consider- 
ation to the rights and interests of those who are in- 
telligent, can read, and are willing to act upon what is 
told them, and should not be built up to protect ex- 
clusively the needs of those who are completely un- 
informed and who would be likely not to follow di- 
rections, even when given them directly by their physi- 
cian, orally or in writing. 

(Continued on page 23) 
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Consumers’ Research functions to provide unbiased 
information on goods bought by ultimate consumers 
For their benefit (not for business or industry) and 
solely with the funds they provide, CR carries on tests 
and research on a wide variety of goods, materials 
and appliances, and publishes the findings in CR 
Bulletin. Consumers’ Research is a non-profit in- 
stitution, and is organized and operates as a scientific, 
technical, and educational organization 

Scientific and Technical Staff and Editors: F. J 
Schlink, R. Joyce, Dwight C. Aten, M. C. Phillips 
Erma A. Hinek, and A. R. Greenleaf. Editorial 
Assistants: Mary F. Roberts and B. Beam. Business 
Manager: C. D. Cornish. 


Symbols used to indicate sources of data and bases of 
ratings A—recommended on basis of quality; AA—te 
garded as worthy of highest recommendation; B—intermedi 
ate with respect to quality; C—not recommended on basis of 
quality; cr-—information from Consumers’ Research's own 
tests or investigations; 1, 2, 3—relative prices, 1 being low 
3 high. Note that price and quality are completely differ 
entiated in CR's listings; a quality judgment is inde- 
pendent of price; 50, 51-year in which test was made or 
information obtained or organized by the staff of Consumers 
Research 

It will be advantageous if you will, whenever possible, send 
prompt notice of change of address at least § weeks before it 
is to take effect, accompanying your notice with statement 
of your old address with name in full. At least a month's 
notice must be given in any case This rule, however, re 
garding long advance notice does not apply to military 
personne! 

CR will, of course, gladly change addresses for men and women 
in the services as often as required by changes in station and 
other circumstances 

Consumers RESEARCH BULLETIN, issued monthly by 
Consumers’ Research, Inc Publication Office, Box 429 
Easton, Pa Address orders and correspondence to 
Consumers’ Research, Washington, N.J. Single copy 
WO Subscription price (12 issues) $3 per year, U.S.A.; 
Canada and foreign. $3.50. For libraries, schools, and col 
leges, a special subscription of nine monthly BULLETINS 
October-June, inclusive) is available at $2; Canada and 
foreign, $2.50. Responsibility for all specific statements of 
fact or opinion at any time made by Consumers’ Research 
lies wholly with the technical director and staff of the or 
ganization. Entered as second-class matter November 9 
1934, at the Post Office at Washington, N.J., under the Act 
of March 3, 1879; additional entry at Easton, Pa. Copy 
right, 1951, by Consumers’ Research, Inc., Washington, N.J 
@@ Printed in U.S.A. @@ Consumers’ Researcn Bui 
LETIN is on file in many school, college, and public libraries 
and is indexed in Industrial Arts Index and in the Readers 
Guide to Periodical Literature Beginning with the 
1949 volume, microfilm copies of complete volumes of Con 
SUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN will be available (only to regu 
lar subscribers to CR Butterin) from University Microfilms. 
313 North First St.. Ann Arbor, Mich 
Note: The material in this BULLETIN is protected by copy 
right Reprinting is often allowed, but only when special 
permission has been asked and granted in writing. Use of 
CR ~ or for any advertising purpose is not per- 
mitted. 





The Consumers’ 
Observation Post 


a 
- 





TESTIMONIALS, which in earlier days were chiefly used 
in patent medicine advertising, are now big business. 
Endorsements, Inc., described in an advertising journal as 
the "world’s largest (and probably the only) service or- 
ganization for the obtaining of testimonials and endorse- 
ments" has set up shop in New York, Hollywood, Washington, 
D. C., and London to supply big-name endorsements of vari- 
ous products for advertising agency clients. Endorse- 
ments, Inc., receives a standard service fee, the size of 
which is not indicated, and remuneration to the celebrity furnishing the testi- 
monial (who apparently is willing to cooperate for the privilege of seeing his 
name and picture in print) is often only $1 token payment plus free samples of 
the product endorsed. Among the products for which Endorsements, Inc., is re- 
ported to have supplied copy are: Amm-i-dent, Avon cosmetics, Blatz beer, 
Calvert’s whiskey, Tareyton cigarettes, and Tintair hair dye. 
* * * 

HEALTH HINTS FOR HOT WEATHER from the New Jersey State Department of 
Health: Avoid athlete’s foot by keeping the feet dry and wearing well venti- 
lated shoes; do your sun bathing in early morning and late afternoon, dodging 
the noonday sun, and remembering that the sun can burn even when the sky is 
overcast; take water from home for a picnic in the country; and if you touch 
the three-leaf cluster of poison ivy, wash your skin thoroughly with a heavy 
lather of soap as soon as possible. 

* * * 

CHLOROPHYLL, the green leaf pigment, has been used for some time as a 
vegetable dye in soap, cosmetics, and food. It has also been used as a healing |} 
agent and as an essential ingredient in a household deodorant. Last year it 
was heralded in full-page advertisements as "an amazing new control for body 
odors." Researches by a New York City physician indicated that chlorophyll 
taken internally had some efficacy as a deodorant. It does not, of course, 
check perspiration, and for that purpose the aluminum chloride or aluminum sul-j 
fate preparations for application to the skin remain the more effective. Fur-— j} 
thermore, the price of the most widely advertised preparation, Nullo, $1.25 for 
30 tablets, is not low; a more economical deodorant for external use is boric 
acid in powder form readily available at drugstores. 


* * * 


IT COST 6 PERCENT MORE to run the family automobile in 1950 than it did 
in the year ending July 1949, according to figures released by the American 
Automobile Association. The average driver currently spends $328 a year for 
gasoline, tires, maintenance, and minor repairs, with per mile costs put at 
3.28c. On depreciation, the A.A.A. writes off a car in four years, on the as- 
sumption that it just isn’t economical to keep a car for a longer period of 
time. 


* * *# 


MAN-MADE FIBERS are likely to be found to an increasing extent in the 
floor coverings of the future, predicts a leading trade journal. Soaring wool 
prices and mounting shortages have brought about a change in attitude on the 
part of manufacturers who previously held that only wool was suitable for top- 
quality carpet. Even when a good-quality synthetic product is available, in- 
tensive education and promotion by the carpet trade will be needed to overcome 
the bad impression of the low-quality synthetic-fiber carpeting put out during 
World War II that was poorly made and frankly a wartime substitute, warns the 
journal. The extent of the shift to synthetic fibers, however, may be gauged 
by the fact that the leading carpet manufacturers in this country are putting 
out at least one blended or completely synthetic line and that an estimated 
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one-third of the lines going into production are made in part or in whole of 
synthetic fibers. How such carpets will stand up in home use is pretty much 
an unexplored subject at present. 

* * * 

DRINKING A SALINE SOLUTION is recommended as an emergency treatment for 
shock from serious burns and other injuries. A group of leading American sur- 
geons has advised the Public Health Service that in the event of large-scale 
disaster such as atomic bombing, where a large number of the [surviving popula— 
tion might suffer from burns, treatment by saline solution would provide an 
easy, practical method of first-aid treatment for shock. Directions call for 
approximately one level teaspoonful of table salt and one-half teaspoonful of 
baking soda for each quart of water. A number of quarts would fbe required each 
day for each person, and the only limitation would be the amount the patient 
was able to consume. No other fluid for drinking would be permitted in the 


first few days following injury. 
* * * 


AS THE TIME COMES to put the screens on the windows for summer, it may be 
noticed that there are stains on the house where the rain has washed metallic 
compounds of copper or iron down from the screens. An easily prepared solution 
recommended for removing such discolorations, particularly those arising from 
copper screens, is made by dissolving 1-1/2 to 2-1/2 ounces of sodium metasili- 
cate in a gallon of water. First sponge off the stained surface with plain 
water. Then apply the solution with another sponge, rubbing lightly until the 
stain disappears. Finally sponge off the surface thoroughly with plain water 
again. In doing the job it will be wise to use rubber gloves if your skin is 
tender. Sodium metasilicate can be obtained at about $1 a pound from chemical 
supply houses, such as Eimer & Amend (Greenwich & Morton Sts., New York 14), 
and Fisher Scientific Co. (711-723 Forbes St., Pittsburgh 19), and may be 
available from some local chemical companies who deal in cleaning supplies. A 
distributor in Pennsylvania is the Lehigh Valley Chemical Co., 1103 N. Quebec 
St., Allentown, Pa. . 

t ** * 
FLY CONTROL in these days of potent insecticides poses something of a 
jproblem in technique of application. There have peen a number of warnings of 
idangers to health involved in the improper use of DDT and other new insecti- 
Mcides. An effective technique worked out at Cornell University for use in 
Mairy barns can successfully be adapted to home use. Called the "strip method" 
swf fly control, it consists of strips of screening that are sprayed out of 
Moors with a highly concentrated solution of the insecticide. These strips can 
Mhen be hung indoors where the flies are likely to gather, for example, as on 
he screen door or window screens. The screen surface is considered to be 
especially effective because the flies can cling to it until they absorb a 
lethal dose. 


oS &-a 


BRANDENFELS’ SCALP AND HAIR TREATMENT, subject of CR’s criticism in Janu- 
@ry 1948, has been proceeded against by the Food and Drug Administration for 
Bisbranding. The label statements "Scalp and Hair Treatment" and "The Hair 
armer" were held false and misleading in that they represented and suggested 
that the products when used as directed were effective in promoting the growth 
@f the hair, whereas, charged the Food and Drug Administration, they were not 
6ffective for such purposes. Some two years after the original action was 
filed, Carl Brandenfels, Inc., consented to the entry of a decree; a judgment 
psd condemnation was entered; and the samples of the product that had been 


ized were ordered destroyed. 
* * 


TOURIST CABINS, MOTOR COURTS, AND MOTELS are often heated with gas. Fre- 
quently the gas burners or stoves used are not properly vented or are not 
vented at all. Warnings of the peril to cabin occupants from such heaters were 
issued this past year by officials of the American Automobile Association and 
the New Hampshire State Department of Health. The New Hampshire official com- 
mented that it was fortunate most of the cabins in his state were far from 
tight in construction, for the use of an open gas flame—type heater can in a 


(The continuation of this section is on page 27) 
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1951 Automobiles — Preliminary Report 





The following ratings are tentative. 


A- 

Chrysler Windsor Deluxe. $2329 delivered factory; $2442 
delivered N.Y.C. Semiautomatic transmission stand 
ard equipment on Deluxe, $121 extra on Standard 
Engine: 6 cylinders, L head, 3-7/16 in. bore x 4% in 
stroke; 251 cu. in. displacement; rated brake hp., 116 
at 3600 rpm.; taxable hp., 28.4; 
7 to 1. Engine oil capacity, 5 qt.; cooling water, 15 
qt., not including heater (cooling system is of the 
pressure type); gasoline tank, 17 gal. Equipped with 
automatic choke. Gear ratio, 3.9 to 1. Steering factor,' 
4.7 (satisfactory). Battery, 120-amp.-hr. Wheelbase, 
125.5 in.; over-all length, 207 in.; width, 75 in.; 
height, 65 in. Tread width: front, 56-5/16 in.; rear, 
595 in. Tire size, 7.60 x 15 (adequate). Brake area, 
201 sq. in.; brake factor, 44. Hand brake, internal ex 
panding type, operating on drive shaft (undesirable), 
Box section 


compression ratio, 


well protected against freezing. frame. 
Minimum road clearance, 7'4 in. 

Usable seat widths: front, 56% in.; rear, 54 in. Head 
room:? front,. 3734 in.; rear, 374% in. Leg room 
front, 38 to 4044 in.; rear, 40 in. Acceleration from 20 
to 50 m.p.h. on level road, 10.1 seconds (4.4 ft./sec./sec 
from 40 to 60 m.p.h., 11.1 seconds 
below average. Gasoline mileage 
under test conditions: at 30 m.p.h., 21.4 m.p.g.; at 
50 m.p.h., 17.1 m.p.g. (good). (In A.A.A. Economy 
Run Chrysler Windsor 6 gave 20.9 m.p.g.) Vision 
over hood, good; to rear, very good. Electric wind 
shield wipers having 2 speeds (desirable). Front and 
rear fenders, bolted on (desirable). Accessibility of 
spare tire, good. Trunk space, adequate. Wheels and 
tires readily accessible for servicing. Riding comfort, 
satisfactory, except at low speed on rough roads. Gen 
eral behavior on the road, and stability on curves, very 
good. Insufficient clearance between brake pedal and 
steering column; would be objectionable to some drivers. 
Semiautomatic transmission, not satisfactory (will be dis 
cussed more fully in the final report on 1951 cars) 
Ratio of car weight, front to rear, 53% to 47% (about 
normal). Total weight, 4064 Ib. Shipping weight 
3775 |b. Speedometer errors were small: at speed- 
ometer reading of 20 m.p.h., actual speed approxi 
mately 21 m.p.h.; at 35 m.p.h., 36 m.p.h; at 50 m.p.h., 
49.6 m.p.h. Depreciation, high. 


A- 

Chevrolet Styleline Special. $1450 delivered factory; $1555 
delivered N.Y.C. Heater, $65 6 cylinders, 
316 in. bore x 334 in. stroke; 216.5 cu. in. displacement 
rated brake hp., 92 at 3400 rpm.; taxable hp., 29.4 
compression ratio, 6.6 to 1. Engine oil capacity, 5% 
qt.; tank, 
Equipped with manual-type choke (the preferred type 


(somewhat low) 


above average; 
(2.6 ft./sec./sec.), 


Engine 


cooling water, 15 qt gasoline 16 gal 


in CR's opinion for an experienced or expert driver) 


Gear ratio, 4.11 to 1 Steering factor, 4.0 (satisfac 


4 low number, about 3.5, indicates hard steering with E.L.P. tires at } 
speeds A high number (cars equipped with 
exceptions to the general rule 5 to 6, is undesirable from a safety-on 
the-road standpoint (slow steering response 
?Without passengers. 


power-assisied steering are 
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tory). Battery, 100-amp.-hr. Wheelbase, 115 in 

over-all length, 198 in.; width, 74 in.; height, 6544 in. 
Tread width: front, 5634 in.; rear, 5834 in. 

6.70 x 15 (adequate Brake area, 158 sq. in 
1950 model); factor, 41 
brake freezing. Box-type 
Road clearance, 7°4 in. at differential. Usable seat 
widths rear, 54 in. Headroom: front, 
3646 in.; 354% in. Leg room: front, 42 in.; 
maximum 3916 in Acceleration from 20 to 
13.9 seconds (3.2 ft./sec./sec.), 
11.3 seconds (2.6 


Average gasoline mile 


Tire size, 
(a slight 
Hand 


frame 


increase over brake 


protected against 
front, 55 in 
rear, 
rear, 
50 m.p.h. on level road 
below average; .from 40 to 60 m.p.h., 
below 


it. /sec./sec.), average 


age: city, about 14 m.p.g.; country, 18 m.p.g. (good). 
(In A.A.A. Economy Run, the Chevrolet gave 22 m.p.g 

Wiper coverage, 
front fend 
Trunk 


accessible 


Vision over hood, good; to rear, fair 
Rear fenders, welded (undesirable); 
Accessibility of spare tire, good. 
space, adequate. Wheels and tires readily 
for servicing. Riding comfort, fair, not nearly as good as 
Plymouth. The Chevrolet handles and steers well. Ratio 
of car weight, front to rear, 54% to 46% (about normal) 
Total weight, 3244 Ib. Shipping weight, 3130 Ib. De 
Speedometer exceptionally accur 
ate, with smallest errors of cars tested so far. Igni 
tion switch, when turned clockwise and key removed, 
permits ignition to be turned on or off without use of 
key, an undesirable arrangement in CR’'s opinion (key 
should not be removable with ignition left on). See 
article in CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN, April 
1951, pages 24-25. This car is essentially the same as 
the 1950 model. Sales popularity of this car continues, 
probably due to slightly lower first cost compared to 
other cars in its price class, its good appearance, low 


good 
ers, bolted 


preciation, lowest 


*Without passengers. A person of average weight compresses front seat 
4 in., rear seat 4 in., increasing headroom by like amounts 

*To three observers. Two others comparing the cafe rated the Chevrole 
and Plymouth as having about equally satisfactory riding qualities on a 
rough road. The judgment is a complex one, however, and open to argu 
ment, depending on personal reactions. Some, for example, consider cars 
having the type of spring and shock-absorber action of the Plymouth as 
likely to cause car sickness in susceptible persons, who would not be af 
fected in the same way by the shorter-period vertical oscillations of the 
Chevrolet body. 





Chevrolet Styleline Special 


, 





upkeep cost, and excellent turn-in value. Would be the 
best car in the Ford-Plymouth-Chevrolet group for those 
to whom the over-all cost of car use is important. Note 
The Styleline is greatly to be preferred over the Fleet 
line body; the Styleline gives more headroom in the rear 
and far better vision through the rear window. 


A- 

Mercury with Merc-O-Matic Transmission. $2409 de 
livered N.Y.C. Radio, $93; heater, $65. Engine: V-8. 
L head, 3-3/16 in. bore x 4 in. stroke; 255.4 cu. in. dis 
placement; rated brake hp., 112 at 3600 rpm.; taxable 
hp., 32.5; compression ratio, 6.8 to 1. Engine oil 
capacity, 6 qt.; cooling water, 224 qt., without heater 
(cooling system is of the pressure type); gasoline tank, 
19.5 gal. Equipped with automatic choke. Gear 
ratio, 3.31 to 1. Steering factor, 4.6. Battery, 100- 
amp.-hr. Generator capacity, 35 amp., judged not fully 
adequate. Wheelbase, 118 in.; over-all length, 207 in.; 
width, 77 in.; height, 63 in. Tread width: front, 584% 
in.; rear, 60 in. Tire size, 7.10 x 15 (overloaded). Brake 
area, 159 sq. in.; brake factor, 38. Hand brake pro 
tected against freezing. Heavy X-member frame. Mini 
mum road clearance, 8 in. Usable seat widths: front, 
5714 in.; rear, 57 in. Headroom:? front, 3734 in.; 
rear, 3534 in. Leg room: front, 36 to 40% in.; rear, 
37% to 34% in. Acceleration from 20 to 50 m.p.h. on 
level road, 12 seconds (3.7 ft./sec./sec.); from 40 to 
60 m.p.h., 10.7 seconds (2.7 ft./sec./sec.); both about 
average. Gasoline mileage under test conditions at 30 
m.p.h., 20 m.p.g.; at 50 m.p.h., 16.1 m.p.g. Vision 
over hood, fair; to rear, good. Vacuum booster pro 
vided for wipers (desirable). Rear fender in 2 parts, 
upper section welded, lower section bolted; front 
fenders, bolted. Rear doors hinged at rear (a construc 
tion now little used and highly undesirable from safety 
standpoint). Accessibility of spare tire, good. Trunk 
space, adequate. Wheels and tires accessible for servic 
ing. General behavior on the road, and stability on 
curves, good. Car handled easily. Riding comfort at 
high speeds on rough roads, only fair. No footrest 
provided in rear compartment; toe recess for those 
sitting in rear seat was inadequate. Heater controls, 
unduly complex. Merc-O-Matic transmission, which is 
of the combination torque converter and planetary- 
gear type, operated satisfactorily but did not have as 
good acceleration in 40 to 60 m.p.h. range as the direct 
drive of Mercury with standard transmission having 4.27 
to 1 rear axle ratio. Ratio of car weight, front to rear, 
53% to 47%. Total weight, 3716 lb. Shipping weight, 
3470 Ib. Speedometer errors were relatively large: at 
speedometer reading of 20 m.p.h., actual 18.9 m.p.h.; 
at 35 m.p.h., actual 32.5 m.p.h.; at 50 m.p.h., actual 
47.4 m.p.h. Depreciation, medium. 


A- 

Mercyry with overdrive. $2334 delivered N.Y.C. Gear 
ratio, 4.27/2.99/1. Acceleration in third gear from 20 
to 50 m.p.h. on level road, 12.8 seconds (3.4 ft./sec./sec.), 
below average; from 40 to 60 m.p.h., 9 seconds (3.3 
ft./sec./sec.), about average. ,Gasoline mileage under 
test conditions at 30 m.p.h. in overdrive, 24.7 m.p.g 
21 m.p.g. in third gear [4.27 gear] drive); at 50 m.p.h. in 
overdrive, 19.5 m.p.g., good (16.1 mp.g. in third 
gear drive). (In A.A.A. Economy Run, this car gave 
25.95 m.p.g.) Speedometer errors: at speedometer 
reading of 20 m.p.h., actual 20.6 m.p.h.; at 35 m.p.h., 
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Hudson Hornet with Hydramatic. 


35.4 m.p.h.; at 50 m.p.h., 51.6 m.p.h. For details of 
engine, body, and other comments, see Mercury with 
Merc-O- Matic. 


Chrysler New Yorker. $2758 delivered factory; $2952 de- 


livered N.Y.C. Heater, $80; radio, $90. Power steer- 
ing, $140. Semiautomatic transmission standard equip- 
ment. Engine: V-8, valve-in-head, 3-13/16 in. bore x 
35% in. stroke; 331 cu. in. displacement; rated brake 
hp., 180 at 4000 rpm.; taxable hp., 46.5; compression 
ratio, 7.5 to 1 (but manufacturer claims use of premium 
gasoline not required). Engine oil capacity, 5 qt.; cool- 
ing water, 25 qt., without heater (cooling system is of 
the pressure type); gasoline tank, 20 gal. Equipped 
with automatic choke. Gear ratio, 3.73 to 1. Steer 
ing factor, 6 (high undesirable). Battery, 135-amp. 
hr. Wheelbase, 131.5 in.; over-all length, 213 in.; width, 
75 in.; height, 65 in. Tread width: front, 57 in.; rear, 
58 in. Tire size, 8.20 x 15 (adequate). Hydraulic brakes 
with vacuum booster. Brake area, 201 sq. in.; brake 
factor, 40. Hand brake, internal expanding type, oper- 
ating on drive shaft (undesirable), well protected againsi 
freezing. Box section frame. Minimum road clearance 
814 in., good, for today’s cars. Usable seat widths 
front, 564% in.; rear, 5444 in. Headroom: front, 37 
in.; rear, 3614 in. Leg room: front, 38% in. to 41% 
in.; rear, 4144 in. Acceleration from 20 to 50 m.p.h. 
on level road, 7.0 seconds (6.3 ft./sec./sec.); from 40 
to 60 m.p.h., 7.7 seconds (3.8 ft./sec./sec.). This car 
and the Hudson Hornet with Hydramatic gave the highest 
accelerations of all cars tested to date. Gasoline mileage 
under test conditions at 30 m.p.h., 20.3 m.p.g.; at 50 
m.p.h., 16.5 m.p.g. (good, considering high hp. engine) 
Vision over hood, good; to rear, very good. Electric wind 
shield wipers having 2 speeds (desirable). Front and 
rear fenders bolted (desirable). Accessibility of spare 
tire, good. Trunk space, adequate. Wheels and tires 
readily accessible for servicing. Starter switch operated 
by turning ignition key, considered very desirable. 
Riding comfort, satisfactory, but not considered out- 
standing (rear seat passengers subjected to considerable 
bouncing on rough roads). General behavior on the 
road, and stability on curves, very good. The vacuum 
booster brake has the disadvantage that if it fails, due 
to a sta!led engine or other cause, proper control of the 
car will require higher pedal pressure, which, because 
of its unexpected and great increase in the probable stop 
ping distance, may greatly increase the danger to the 
passengers. Semiautomatic transmission was not satis- 
factory; it will be discussed more fully in the final re- 
port on 1951 cars. Weight ratio, front to rear, 54% to 
46% (about average). Total weight, 4438 Ib. Shipping 
weight, 4260 Ib. Speedometer errors were small: at 
speedometer reading of 50 m.p.h., actual car speed was 
48.9; at 20 and 35 m.p.h., speedometer was approxi- 
mately correct. Depreciation, high. Note that B rating 
is based partly on the fact that the new V-8 Chrysler 
engine has not been on the road for a sufficient length 
of time for a dependable appraisal of its lasting qualities 
to be made. 


B 

2801 delivered N.Y.C. 
Radio, $87; heater, $67. Engine: 6 cylinders, L head, 
3-13/16 in. bore x 44% in. stroke; 308 cu. in. displace- 
ment; rated brake hp., 145 at 3800 rpm.; taxable hp, 








Hudson Pacemaker 


34.9; compression ratio, 7.2 to 1. Engine oil capacity, 
714 qt.; cooling water, 1844 qt. (pressure-type system); 
Equipped with automatic choke. 
Gear ratio, 3.58 to 1. Steering factor, 5.8, high (un 
desirable). Battery, 100-amp.-hr. Wheelbase, 124 in.; 
over-all length, 208 in.; width, 7734 in.; height, 60% 
in. Tread width: front, 58% in.; ‘rear, 5544 in. Tire 
size, 7.10 x 15 (overloaded). Brake area, 159 sq. in.; 
brake factor, 37. Hydraulic brakes with mechanical 
(reserve) brakes — a very desirable arrangement. Hand 
brake protected against freezing. Body and frame built 
in one unit of sturdy construction ; part of frame runs out- 
side of rear wheels. Floor is recessed, giving more head- 
room, although difficult to clean. Minimum road 
clearance, 634 in., unusually low, and clearly inadequate 
for many back roads. Usable seat widths: | front, 64 
in.; rear, 5734 in. Foam-rubber cushions. Headroom:* 
front, 3834 in.; rear, 3834 in., good. Leg room: front, 
37% to 41% in.; rear, 44 in. Acceleration from 20 to 
50 m.p.h. on level road, 7.8 seconds (5.6 ft./sec./sec.); 
from 40 to 60 m.p.h., 6.6 seconds (4.4 ft./sec./sec.); 
highest of any car so far tested in the 40-60 range. Gaso- 
line mileage under test conditions: at 30 m.p.h., 16.3 
m.p.g.; at 50 m.p.h., 13.6 m.p.g. (poor). (In A.A.A. 
Economy Run, the Hornet withoverdrivegave 22.6m.p.g.) 
Vision over hood, fair; to rear, poor. (Low position of front 
seat in relation to bottom of windshield and hood makes 
vision very poor for persons of less than average height.) 
Rear window slope was so near to horizontal that it tended 
to catch rain, snow, and sleet, unduly obscuring vision. 
Front and rear fenders, bolted, desirable. Accessibility 
of spare tire, poor when trunk is loaded. Trunk space, 
adequate. Wheels and tires readily accessible for serv- 
icing. Riding comfort, excellent. Light switch, badly 
located, difficult to reach. The manufacturer used an 
excessive and abnormal amount of bright chrome on 
the instrument panel with an unusual number of ob 
jectionable reflection surfaces. Ratio of car weight, front 
to rear, 56% to 44% (about normal for today’s cars). 
Total weight, 3931 Ib. Shipping weight, 3600 Ib 
Speedometer errors were large: at indicated speed of 
20 m.p.h., actual 18.8; at 40 m.p.h., 36.2; at 60 m.p.h., 
54.6. New engine has not been on road for a sufficient 
length of time for a dependable appraisal of its lasting 
qualities to be made. Depreciation, high. 


gasoline tank, 20 gal. 


*Without passengers 


Hudson Pacemaker with Supermatic Drive 
tained for acceleration and gasoline mileage were so poor 


Figures ob 


in comparison to last year's car that there seemed to be 


little doubt that carburetion or ignition was far out of 
adjustment A new test car is therefore being ob 
tained, and tests will be repeated, and reported later 


B 


Nash Ambassador Super Airflyte. $2162 delivered factory 
$2262 delivered N.Y.C. Hydramatic, $158.50. Heater 
and defrosters, $64.25 6 cylinders, valve-in 
head, 3% in. bore x 4% in. stroke; 235 cu. in. dis 
placement; rated brake hp., 115 at 3400 rpm.; 
hp., 27.3; compression ratio, 7.3 to 1. Engine oil 
capacity, 6 qt.; cooling water, 18 qt., with heater; gaso 
line tank, 20 gal. Equipped with automatic choke. Gear 
ratio, 4.10 to 1 (3.54 to 1 with Hydramatic). Steering 
factor, 3.5. Battery, 105-amp.-hr. Wheelbase, 121 in.; 
over-all length, 211 in.; width, 774% in.; height, 634% 
in. Tread width: front, 5434 in.; rear, 6044 in. Used 
coil springs in rear. Tire size, 7.10 x 15 (adequate) 
Brake area, 154 sq. in.; brake factor, 38. Hand brake 
cables protected against freezing. Body and frame a 
single unit. Minimum road clearance, 814 in., good, 
for today's cars. Usable seat widths: front, 5°! in. 
rear, 5244in. Foam-rubber cushions at an extra charge 
Seats were too low, and found not comfortable on a long 
drive. Headroom:* front, 354% in.; rear, 34% in. 
Leg room: front, 3844 to 4144 in.; rear, 4244 to 39% 
in. On test car, equipped with Hydramatic transmission, 
acceleration from 20 to 50 m.p.h. on level road, 12.3 
seconds (3.6 it./sec./sec.), about average; from 40 to 
60 m.p.h., 12.2 seconds (2.4 ft./sec./sec.), below aver 
age. Average gasoline mileage: city, 12 m.p.g.; country, 
16 m.p.g. (In A.A.A. Economy Run, this car equipped 
with overdrive gave 24.9 m.p.g.) Vision over hood 
fairly good; to rear, poor. (Rear window had very 
slight slope, only a few degrees from horizontal, and 
was also placed high undesirable.) Rear fenders 
welded; front fenders, bolted. Acessibility of spare 
tire, good. Trunk space, adequate. Wheels and tires 
not readily accessible for servicing. Riding comfort, 
good on smooth roads, but only fair on rough roads. 


Engine 


taxable 


Nash Ambassador Super Airflyte 
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A person of average weight compresses front seat 444 @ 
in., rear seat 24¢ in., increasing headroom by like amounts. } 


: 





\ir for heater system is taken from top of hood (de 
sirable, reducing danger from exhaust fumes of cars 
ahead getting into car). Heating and ventilating sys 
tem was very good, but noisy. To start, selector lever 
is placed in N position and end of lever raised toward 
Hydramati 
was hard to get in and out of reverse and did not operate 
as the Hydramatic in the 1951 Pontia 
Front tires rubbed 


driver; a very convenient arrangement. 


as smoothly 
Door latches were hard to operate 
on fenders when wheels were turned to extreme right 
or left, and turning radius was relatively large (unde 
sirable for parking and maneuvering) 
accuracy not good: at reading of 20 m.p.h., actual car 
speed was 18.2; at 40 m.p.h., 36.4; at 60 m.p.h., 54.7 
Ratio of weight, front to rear, 55° to 45° (about aver 
age for today's cars). Total weight, 3655 Ib 
weight, 3350 Ib. Depreciation, high 


Speedometer 


Shipping 


* * * 


Some of the gasoline mileage figures in the list- 
ings were based on actual driving conditions on 
the road; others, as the wording will indicate, 
were under test conditions at 30 and 50 m.p.h. on 
a level road. The results, therefore, cannot be di- 
rectly compared, as the m.p.g. under test conditions 
will be somewhat higher than will be obtained with 
the same car under ordinary city and country driv- 
ing conditions. 


Several New Low-Priced 
Fountain Pens 





A GOOD BUY in fountain pens at the present 
time is the Waterman's Leader No. 376, which 
is available in a wide range of points, and priced at 
$3.95 (L.E. Waterman Co., 344 Hudson St., New 
York 13). 
fashioned 
gold point of small size (projecting 5 inch from 


This is a nicely finished pen of the old- 
“standard” construction, with a 14-kt. 


pen section) and the familiar lever-type filler de- 
Wice. The pen is available 
Fineness and stiffness of point; the cap is of the 
®crew-on type, chrome finished, and has an internal 

saling ring (desirable). Of its type, this is a rela- 
ively low-priced pen in today’s market, and is 
Tonsidered an especially good buy for anyone who 
wants a ‘‘standard”’ fountain pen with gold point. 
(Good pens with stainless-alloy points can be had 
for as little as $2 in the Esterbrook brand.) 

Another medium-priced pen is a Sheaffer, priced 
at $3.75 (W. A. Sheaffer Pen Co., Fort Madison, 
lowa). The writing nib is platinum colored at the 
lower end and gold colored above. This pen is 
somewhat better finished than Waterman's Leader 
and also has the desirable lever filler; the pen 
itself was 14 inch longer than the Leader's, but the 


in various degrees of 


nibs were not as smoothly finished. ‘The cap fitted a 
little too loosely when the pen was in position for 
writing. A Sheaffer's Craftsman, also priced at 
$3.75, purchased somewhat later than the Sheaffer 
described above, has a 14-kt. gold point and has a 
filling device worked with a plunger claimed to 
empty, clean, and refill the pen with one light 
down-stroke. CR would prefer the Sheaffer pen 
with the side-lever filler, which is doubtless still in 
stock in many stores. 

The Parkette, which sells for $3 (Parkette Di- 
vision, The Parker Pen Co., Janesville, Wis.), is 
not as good as Waterman's Leader and Sheaffer's 
Craftsman pens. The hooded point is made of a 
stainless alloy (called Octanium by Parker Pen Co. 

which contains large amounts of cobalt, nickel, 
and chromium). In appearance, the Parkette is al- 
most identical with the $5 Parker 21 (reported in 
CR’s 1950-51 Annual Cumulative Bulletin, column 
418), but it is distinguished by having a side-lever 
filler rather than the squeeze filling mechanism 
characteristic of the Parker 21, to which access is 
gained only by unscrewing the barrel from the 
point section. (The side-lever filler is considered the 
best of all types of fillers, from the consumer's 
standpoint.) The details of the Parkette are not 
quite up to the standard of finish and appearance 
set by the Sheaffer and Waterman pens under con- 
sideration in this discussion, particularly the form- 
er. The Parkette in use has given difficulty from 
leaking, with ink appearing on the pen section. 











Left to right: Waterman's Leader No. 376 (lever fil- 
ler); Sheaffer's (lever filler); Sheaffer's Crafisman (plunger 
filler); Parketie (lever filler). 
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Conversion Oil Burners 





OMESTIC oil burners now appear to have 
reached a stage of development where new 
models involve only an addition of relatively minor 
refinements and perfection of parts rather than any 
significant changes in design. A recent survey by a 
consultant for CR revealed a marked similarity of 
general construction and arrangements among burn- 
kinds 
selection of a burner can thus be listed as follows 
1. Determine the type of burner wanted. (A 
brief discussion of the several available types follows. ) 
2. Carefully select a local dealer who handles 
this type of burner. If possible, pick a dealer with 
an outstanding reputation in your community or 
installation and 


ers of the same basic Logical steps in the 


conscientious 
prompt service Selection of a reliable dealer for 
careful installation and responsible servicing is the 


neighborhood lor 


most important of all considerations in buying any 
automatic heating equipment. 

3. Price is naturally a factor, but 
bids for supplying the same class of burner should 
fall within a rather narrow range because of the 
similarity of burners and the competitive nature of 
Thus, it is best not to let small 


reasonable 


the industry. 
differences in price influence the choice of dealer. 


Classes of Burners 
Exclusive of the small vaporizing or pot-type 
burner, which is not included in this discussion, the 
principal domestic oil burners are as follows: 
High-Pressure 
type of domestic burner, comprising between half 


Atomizing The most popular 


and two-thirds of all burners sold. This burner 
consists of an oil-pump assembly with oil strainer 
and pressure regulating valve, nozzle tube, nozzle 
tip, air fan, and transformer and electrodes for 
Oil consumption capacity can be 
Any change 
in the atomizing pressure, usually most efficient at 


electric ignition 
varied only by changing the nozzle tip 


around 100 pounds per square inch, changes the 
quality of the atomization and affects the operation 
of the burner adversely 
Low-Pressure Atomizing. In this burner a mix- 
ture of primary air and fuel oil is prepared in a 
“metering pump’ and released as a spray at a 
pressure that varies from 2 to 7 pounds per square 
inch; secondary air supplied by a fan completes 
combustion. In this burner the rate of flow (gal 
lons per hour) may be varied within rather wide 


limits, while the comparatively large oil and ait 
passages made possible by the low-pressure prin- 
ciple permit a choice of grades of fuel oil The 
larger diameter orifice for any given rate of oil 


flow adapts the low-pressure burner better than the 
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high-pressure burner to small installations that re- 
quire only small rates of flow, since the likelihood 
of nozzle plugging and irregularities in action is 
correspondingly diminished 

Vertical Rotary. This burner employs an entirely 
different principle of oil preparation; the oil is 
atomized by a spinning burner disk rotating around 
a vertical axis inside the combustion chamber. Fine 
atomization is obtained by high rotating speeds, 
often in excess of 10,000 rpm. Combustion is often 
rather unsatisfactory for a few seconds until the com- 
bustion ring against which the flame impinges be- 
comes heated to a point where it will vaporize the oil 
carried by and mixed with the air. This ring trans- 
forms the mist into a combustible gas, and causes 
it to burn upward, very much like a gas flame, with 
a purple color. Higher combustion efficiencies can 
be obtained with the rotary burner when it is prop- 
erly installed than with the gun-type burner. A poten 
tial disadvantage is a tendency for the mechanism 
to be noisy because of the necessarily high rota- 
tional speed of the disk 


‘Competitive’ Oil Burners 
Several manufacturers now offer 
models in addition to their established lines. The 


“competitive” 


difference is usually in simplification to reduce 
manufacturing Where models are 
backed by the same installation and service given 


costs such 


the “‘deluxe’’ models, they are not open to serious 


riticism. However, some less particular manu- 


facturers are allowing over-the-counter sales to 
building contractors and even individuals which in- 
clude no installation, service, or any real guaran@ 
tee. Such burners should be regarded with ex 
treme caution Upon buying a new oil-burner4 
equipped home, it is highly advisable to check upon 
the installer and upon the service that is inc huvledl 
before closing the deal If it develops that the 
builder handled the installation, little 
chance of obtaining adequate lree service or redres@ 


in case of serious defects or operating difficulties; 


there is 


Most communities rightfully require permits fom 
burner installations. To circumvent these by doing 
the installing yourself, or with the help of a friend, 
not only is in violation of safety codes or local laws 
and ordinances but may even jeopardize your insur- 
ance in case of fire, or damage by smoke 

\ burner must be selected with an oil-burning ca 
pacity large enough to heat the house in the cold- 
However, the climate in the U.S.A 


requires operation of a burner of such a size for 


est weather 


only 20 to 35 percent of the total time of the 


heating season Thus, disregarding an even small 


ms1@9 





er percentage of operation time for summer hot 
water, a burner will average 2 to 4 hours off for 
every hour of operation. With normal construc- 
tion, a burner installation that is 73 percent effi- 
cient when operating continuously will be only 63 
percent efficient when operating 35 percent of the 
time, and 53 percent efficient when operating 20 
percent of the time. This loss in efficiency is due 
at least in part to waste of oil and to incomplete 
combustion at times of starting and stopping, and 
loss of heat up the chimney during periods between 
runs of the burner. The reason for lowered efficiency 
is that the oil must be fed into the correct volume of 
air for proper combustion. The discharge or drip- 
page of even a few drops of oil during the fraction 
of a second in which the fan is accelerating or de- 
celerating not only wastes oil but, worse, forms 
smoke and soot, and sometimes causes backblasts 
and annoying pressure pulsations. 

It is the puffs of smoke at the start and stop of 
a cycle that usually account for all soot; no well- 
designed, installed, and adjusted burner should 
give off smoke or soot in mid-cycle. 

Some manufacturers (see Gilbarco, Esso, Sun- Ray 
now attempt to overcome the difficulty described 
by including such oil-air timing devices as positive 
cutoff valves. These have proved to be a marked 
) improvement in most cases, although not always 
| giving the high operating efficiency at starting and 
| stopping that is desirable. 

With an oil burner, a barometric draft regulator 
should be installed in the smoke pipe in order to 
sobtain relatively constant furnace draft conditions 
necessary for proper combustion and good effi- 
ciency. 


Relation Between Burner Size 


Total 
sq. ft. 
Steam 
Radiation 
(EDR)? 


Total 

Oil Heat 
per Avail- 
Hour, able' 
Gallons (Btu) 
78,400 330 

117,600 490 

156,800 650 

196,000 820 

235,200 980 

274,400 1140 

313,600 1310 

352,800 1470 

392,000 1630 


Such a regulator consists of a weighted damper 
fitted into the smoke pipe in such a manner that 
when the chimney draft increases above the value 
for which the regulator is set, the damper opens to 
admit sufficient air from the furnace room into the 
stack to offset the increased draft. The damper 
opens and closes constantly to maintain constant 
furnace draft conditions without respect to the 
heat being produced by the fire. 


Relative Burner Prices 

In the listings following this discussion, an at- 
tempt has been made to show approximate installed 
prices. These are as given by representatives of 
each company in answer to the question, “What 
would you consider an approximate average in- 
stalled cost for a normal installation of your small- 
est model in the Philadelphia area?’’ (A normal 
installation includes a 275-gal. cellar tank and es- 
sential controls, but does not take into account any 
unusual situations which often face the installer.) 
Actually, most variations in the uninstalled burner 
price are so overshadowed by local variations that, 
for any given home, prices for a given type of 
burner should be very closely alike in a given local- 
ity. Local building codes often complicate the in- 
stallation. (Some communities now will not allow 
basement tanks.) Local labor cost differences are 
also a factor. 

Low-pressure and rotary burners cost more than 
high-pressure burners, but are considered by many 
to be worth the extra amount because of their 
greater flexibility and efficiency. This is particu- 
larly true in homes requiring a maximum con- 
sumption in cold weather of less than 1 gallon of 


and Heating Requirements 


Total Warm Warm 
sq. ft. Air Air 
Water Rating at Leader 
Radiation Register Pipe, 
(EDR)? (Btu) sq. in. 


520 58,800 432 
789 88,200 650 
1050 117,600 865 
1310 147,000 1080 
1570 176,400 1300 
1830 205,800 1515 
2090 235,200 1730 
2350 264,600 1945 
2610 294,000 2160 


‘Assuming 56% boiler or furnace efficiency and 140,000 Btu (heat units) per gallon of oil. 


"EDR stands for “Equivalent Direct Radiation,” i.e., the total area of all radiators, piping. and connections 
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oil per hour. For these, high-pressure burners can- 
not be recommended; low-pressure or rotary burn- 
ers should be installed in such cases 

Prices shown are intended as a relative guide only 
Do not be surprised if your local prices do not 
check, as there is a material variation from city to 
city, and no two conversion installations are ever 
exactly alike. (It is well to obtain two or more 
bids to be sure that the prices quoted are not ab- 
normal or far out of line.) At the time of going to 
press, prices in this field were reported to have ad- 
vanced about 10 percent above the figures men- 
tioned in listings, because of manufacturers’ dif- 
ficulties in obtaining steel at customary prices. 
Storage tanks are also somewhat scarce in some 
localities. 

While only those models in the conventional 
domestic range of 1 to 5 gallons per hour (gph) are 
listed, many manufacturers also offer models of 
similar types for the larger homes and for com- 
merical use. 


High-Pressure Atomizing Gun-Type 
Conversion Oil Burners 
A. Recommended 


Century, Series L (Century Engineering Corp., Cedar 
Rapids, iowa) Equipped with new adjustable burning 
head for greater flexibility in use of various grades of 
oil. All models are reported to be fire-tested at the 
factory. Cast-iron housings and blast tubes (desirable). 
Available models include: LIC, 0.75! to 2 gph; ‘and 
L2C, 1% to 4 gph, 1/6 hp. motor 


‘CR does not recommend equipping high-pressure burners with notzies{for 
flows of less than 1.0 gallon per hour 





Glibarco High-Pressure Conversion Burner with Economy Clutch 


Delco, Series PB (Delco Appliance Div., General Motors 
Corp., Rochester 1, N. Y.) Installed cost, when there 
are no complications, about $315 to $335. Entire power 
unit (motor, fan, and pump) may be removed for 
servicing (desirable). Built-in cloth strainer, which is 
desirable, but this must be removed and replaced peri 
odically for proper operation. Two models: PB-165, 
1 to 1.65 gph; PB-275, 14% to 2.75 gph 
Esso Oil Burner (Esso Standard Oil Co.) Same as Gilbarco 
Esso has exclusive distribution of Gibarco burners in 
territory served by Esso; sold as Gilbarco burners 
elsewhere 
Gilbarco, Economy Clutch Oil Burner 
Mig. Co., West Springfield, Mass.) 
Clutch to delay oil feed until fan is at full speed and thus 
eliminate waste and soot due to dripping in the com 
Spring-operated oil-regulating valve 


(Gilbert & Barker 
Includes Economy 


bustion chamber 
which shuts off oil when pressure drops below 100 Ib. 
per sq. in, Cast-iron chassis and fan housing (desirable). 
Three models: ECN, 0.75! to 2.25 gph, approximately 
$350 installed with 375-gal. tank (normal Philadelphia 
installation); ECI, 2 to 3.5 gph; EC2, 3.5 to 5.5 gph. 

Johnson, Bankheat, BH Series (S. T. Johnson Co., Oak 
land, Calif., and Terminal Commerce Bldg., Philadel- 
phia) Features a counterbalanced damper which closes 
when the fan-motor stops, to retard the passage of un- 
needed, heat-wasting air and thus to improve the oper 
ating efficiency. Model BH-O, 0.8' to 2.25 gph; BH-OA, 
1to3gph. All models have Pyrex glass inspection doors. 

Sunstrand, Models A-2 and B-4 (Sunstrand Engineering 
Co., Rockford, Ill.) Cast-iron body (desirable); threaded) 
parts throughout for easy replacement; doweled shaftst 
to insure proper alignment upon reassembly. Special 
Sunstrand-designed integral pumping unit. Model A-2¢ 
0.75! to 2.00 gph, approximately $300 to $325 for 
normal installation (Philadelphia); Model B-4, 1.35 to 
3.00 gph, 1/6 hp. motor 

Sun-Ray, Series S and IC (Sun-Ray Burner Mfg. Corp. 
139-24 Queen's Blvd., Jamaica, L.1., N.Y.) Mac hined) 
cast frames; 16-gauge steel blast tubes; Ohio or GE 
motors; Webster or Sunstrand pumps. Available eithet 
with Sun-Ray design or Shell head (see Consumers’ Red 
searcu Butetin, August 1949, for discussion of Shelf 
head). Solenoid valve is available at $10 additional toy 
provide positive oil flow as pump starts or stops (very deg 
sirable). Without such a valve or its equivalent, there is @ 
tendency toward some drippage of oil when the burn 
comes on or off, with resultant accumulating carbon, « 
smoke. Model S, 0.70! to 2 gph; Model S1, 2 to 3 gphg 
Model S2, 3 to 6 gph; Model ICA, 0.75' to 2 gph. Cos§ 
about $275 with Sun-Ray combustion head; $300 witht 
Shell head 

Timken Silent Automatic (Timken Sileng 
Automatic Div., The Timken-Detroit Axle Co., Jack# 
son, Mich Welded steel housings and frame, ofted 
considered less rigid and more difficult of fixed align- 
ment than castings, but burner has an excellent reputa- 

Nozzle-fuel-line assembly 


OCD Series 


tion within the industry 
may be readily removed from the front of the burner 
Dealers factory-trained and -supervised. Model OCD 
20, 3 gph maximum, approximately $300 for normal in 
stallation (Philadelphia) 

Wilhams ‘“Hi-Pressure’ Oil Burner (Williams Oil-O 
Matic Div., Eureka-Williams Corp., Bloomington, II.) 
This burner is very often confused with the low-pressure 
Williams “Oil-0- Matic’ models, which are quite differ 
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ent in several aspects of construction and performance 
changing the 
Burner 


Novel air control operates by actually 
effective volume of the air delivered by the fan. 
power unit readily removable. Hydraulic shutoff valve 
to delay opening and accelerate closing of the oil valve 
(very desirable Motor rating small in comparison 
with other makes of comparable type and size (ques 
tionable VWodel A, 1 to 3 gph, $325 to $350 for normal 


installation (Philadelphia 


B. Intermediate 


Cedar 
Features 


Century (Century Engineering Corp 
Rapids, lowa) Built along competitive lines 
(a kind of synthetic rubber) cushioned motor 
and fan for quietness O01, 0.75? to 2 gph 
$300 for normal or uncomplicated in 
stallation (Philadelphia); Model O2, 1% to 5 gph 
Delco, Series F (Delco Appliance Div., General Motors 
Corp., Rochester 1, N. Y.) Competitive-type burners 
at a price which should permit installation for about 
$280 to $300 under normal conditions of installation, 
labor, codes, and time required (Philadelphia). Model 
F-165, 0.75? to 1.65 gph; Model F-275, 1.50 to 2.75 
gph 
Fluid Heat, Model P-3C 
Products, Inc., Baltimore) 
Pressed-steel housings have replaced the castings form 
erly used on this burner. Manufacturer's ratings slight 
iv higher than warranted by industry's standards 
Model P-3C, 0.702 to 3.0 gph, probable price installed, 
about $300 (Philadelphia 
Johnson, Economat (S. 1 
and Terminal Commerce Bldg., 


Sertes O 


neoprene 
Iwo models 


approximately 


(Fluid Heat Div., Anchor Post 
Competitive-type burner 


Johnson Co., Oakland, Calif 
Philadelphia) A ‘‘com 
petitive’ or low-manufacturing-cost type of burner 
. Model D-1165, 0.75? to 2.25 gph 
J oridheet, Model J wridheet Div 
Products Corp.. Cleveland 2 
Electrodes removable 
0.752 to 


Cleveland Steel 
Steel burner-body and 
fan-housing through front of 
3 gph \bout $275 to 


Philadelphia 


burner (desirable 


$300 for normal installation 


Note on “‘Bargain Oil Burners”’ 

* A number of conversion burners are assembled 
Burners, offered for sale through a multiplic ity of 
fetail outlets that may not have or maintain skill 
ful, expert and experienced installation or service 
While it is true that such burners may be composed 
of standard parts, they are so often pi ked up tor 
those not in in established oil 
find that he 
unit has been 


installation by 


burner business that the owner may 


has an 
put into operation 


“orphan” even before the 


One make of high-pressure burner was 
priced by one dealer at $99 with three Penn con 
trols Phila 


delphia dealer's, for $85, complete with three con 


gun-ty pe 
\ | i 1 { le 

notner was otterec ior sale at a 
trols. Such burners are not recommended 


‘Not 1 
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on Oil Burner 


Toridheet Model J High-Pressur 


Low-Pressure Atomizing 
Gun-Type Oil Burners 
A. Recommended 


(Williams Oil-O-Matic Div., 
Bloomington, Ill.) Burner em 


Williams “Oil-O- Matic” 
Eureka-Williams Corp., 
ploys only 1 to 2 Ib. of pressure as compared with up to 
150 Ib. in the high-pressure types. This permits the us¢ 

of much larger nozzle orifices with less critical control and 

less clogging at much lower oil feed rates than with high 
pressure gun-type burners; therefore especially advan 
other applications requiring 
or less (See text LP 


tageous for small homes or 
low oil feed rates (1 gpl 
burners are better adapted to use with heavier or lower 
grades and qualities of fuel oil. Model 50-10, 0.50% to 3 
gph, approximately $385 for normal installation (Phila 


Larger models also available to 7 gph 


delphia 


Rotary Wall-Flame Oil Burners 
A. Recommended 


Fiuid Heat Wall-Flame Burner, Models SM and SA (Fluid 
Heat Div Anchor Post Products, Inc., Baltimore 
High-speed of vertical motor in furnace base throws 
atomized oil against circular stainless. steel rim at grate 

Dual 

Manufacturer's ratings of 


line of furnace. Capacitor motor (desirable) 
solenoid valve controls oil 


steam, hot-water. and warm-air capacities are some 


25% higher than justified by oil consumption and prob 
able etticiency fodel SM, 0.65 to 1.6 gpl 
hearth diameter 16 in. minimum, 22 
Model SA, 0.98 to 4.35 gph, rec 


SI 


recommended 
in. maximum 
ommended hearth di 
Probable 


ameter 19 in. minimum, 36 in. maximum 


installed cost, Model SM, $400 (Philadelphia). 
*The 1-gal.-per mmendation does 1 


to low-pre 
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lled 


CR engineers consider the mechanically-contr 
ced in the true rotary burner to be preferable 


swirl produ 
le flame 


to the swirling motion produced in 
burner. Cotton-yarn filter (desirabl 


placed periodically 1 to 2.5 gph. 


Slacks For Men 





Timken Silent Automatic Rotary Wal!l-Flame Burner 


imken Silent Automatic, Wail-Flame Oil Burner (Timken 
Silent Automatic Div., Timken-Detroit Axle Co., Jack 
son, Mich.) Adjustable chrome-steel target rim. Model 
OCA-10, 0.755 to 1.5 gph, approximately $400 for 
normal (Philadelphia) installation; Model OCA-1&, 1 to 





2.5 gph 
theet, Model F, Wall-Flame Oil Burner (Toridheet Div 


ortd 
Cleveland Steel Products Co., Cleveland 2) Ball 
stainless steel rim 


bearing rotor throws oil against 
Model F1, 0.5% to 1.5 gph, recommended hearth di 


ameter 22 in. maximum (20 in. x 20 in. if square or 18 


rectangular approximately $350 for normal 
Model F2, 0.5% to 2.5 gph wagner)‘ eet 07 
~~ = =— ustde the watstband, and 
diameter or 24 in. x 24 in. or wovide a snug fil 


in. x 22 in 


installation (Philade Iphia 
maximum furnace 27 in 
in. x 26 in 


4 


HE summer season is slacks season for met 


Pot-Type Atomizing Burner Slacks do not usually differ much in stvk 


B. Intermediate from another For a littl more than a vear, how 
kind called Sleex, has been 


one 


Iron Fireman. “Vortex” Oil Burne Model V (iron Fire ever, a new beltless 
Mfg. Co., Cleveland 11) Vertical nozzle sprays marketed. Sleex have the waistband split on each 
oil horizontally into refractory pot to form side with two zippers, which allow for adjustments 


\dvantages claimed by the for variations in me ist and seat 


man 


atomized 
surements at W 


the waistband hold§ 


flat bowl-shaped flame 
manufacturer include short effective flame and prote Bands of rubber stitched inside 
, i} n 
gainst fi at of combustion 
“== vu ” ¢ combusti the wearer's shirt in plac ind two elasti bands, 


on each side, help provide i w fit 
A pair of Sleex bought by CR was found t 


tion oft burner parts 


one 


better-than-average construction. Generally s; 
ing, comments on the ippearance vere good 


men preferred trousers prov 


though son 
belt loops Others raised no obix 
lt In addit 


Tron te 
of provision for use with a be 
} | Vile 


brown 1! ibardine trousers describes 


able in other colors and fabrics 


A. Recommended 


19 \ 
323 1 44 St 
gabarding Weight 
8 oz. per sq hghtweimght l pl 
Iron Fireman aporizing Pot Oil Burner varns Thread count, 104 x 68 
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The backward thrust against the fan caused by its setting the delivered air into motion was measured by mounting 


each fan on a level freely-swinging platform, as shown above 
each 19 feet in length 


of backward movement of the fan and its platform as measured by a graduated scale gives a measure 


output in producing air movement 


The fan, when in operation, caused the platform to swing back from the vertical line 


The platform was suspended from the cetling by four wires 
The amount 


of the fan's useful 


Electric Fans 





HERE are several things one should check for 
in purchasing an electric fan to be used in the 
home or office. Strength and firm support for the 
blade guard are especially The 
Should preferably have more than one speed, be 


important. fan 
Muiet in operation, and be equipped with a tilt ad- 
justment handle, 
Dut a handle is needed for safe carrying of any 
@lectric fan. The base should be large enough 
that the fan will not tip over easily; there should 
be a layer of soft material such as felt on the bottom 
fo protect furniture. 

The size purchased will, of 


Fans usually do not have a 


course, depend upon 
the needs of the individual. A good working rule 
is that the free air delivery of leet 
per minute should be not less than the volume in 


a fan in cubi 


cubic feet of the room in which it is to be used. I! 
the fan is placed close to an open window or other 
outside opening in the home, it can be used either 
to eject warm air from within the room or to draw 
When placed so 


cooler outside air into the room. 
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that the breeze is directed toward an individual, 
the fan produces a cooling sensation principally by 
the increased rate of evaporation of moisture from 
the individual's skin, particularly noticeable when 
Many 
have learned by experience that it is an unsound 
practice to allow a fan to blow steadily upon ex- 


the air temperature and humidity are high. 


Carelessness in this re- 
spect has brought on many a cold. The oscillating 
fan is much less likely to cause undesirably rapid 


posed surfaces of the body. 


and continuous cooling of the skin. 

Consumers are learning that a fan can help with 
a number of jobs, especially during 
humid and rainy weather helping to dry the 
family laundry, a freshly waxed floor, or paint, 
lacquer, and varnish (if the space is free of dust 
that might be set in motion by rapid air flow). A 
fan set before one of two open windows will clear 


household 


out smoke or cooking odors; or if it is a large fan 
set in an attic window and run during the night, 


with the stairway door open, it will help to replace 
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the hot air in the house with cool night air, and so 
extract heat from the walls, floors, and furniture 
for greater comfort the following day. When a fan is 
used to blow air out of a room, it should be placed so 
that the air blast just fills a window opening. In a 
general way, this condition will be met when the 
fan is placed at a distance away from the window, 
approximately equal to 114 times the window width. 
When the fan is used in this way, at least one other 
window in the room should be open wide to allow 
entrance of the cool outside air. The fan hur- 
ries the exchanging of the warm air in the room 
for cool air from out-of-doors and passes outdoor 
furni- 


air over warm walls, 


ture to cool them more quickly. The method 


floors, ceiling, and 


should not be used except when it is cooler outside 
the house than indoors 

A fan should be stored in a dry, cool place in the 
winter and protected by a paper cover or hood 
against dust. In most houses, basement storage is 
undesirable. Fans should be oiled just before they 
are put into use rather than when stored. 

CR's included Each was 
tested for comparative electrical safety, radio inter- 


tests eleven fans. 
ference, noise in operation, and effectiveness in 
moving air (determined by 
produced by the fan). Leakage current, mea- 
sured under normal and high-humidity conditions, 
was satisfactorily low except in the instance noted 


measuring the thrust 


in the listings. Since the fans were of the a.c.-only 
type, none produced radio interference, and all were 
considered relatively quiet in operation. However, it 
was noted that the Vornado, Polar Cub A430, Ken- 
more 124.8041, and Airline fans which delivered the 
most air were at the same time somewhat noisier 
All had an “‘on-off"’ switch 
paid at the time of purchase for test; there has 


Prices shown are those 


been, however, an im rease ol trom $1 to $3 on sev- 
eral fans 

Phe test was not quite ( omplete and fully checked 
at the time it was necessary to send this BULLETIN 
Realizing that many subscribers may wish 
purchase of fans for the hot 
which been tentatively 
A and B ratings are listed below. _ Additional 
information on those will be provided in next 
month's BULLETIN, including 
maining three fans, and results of thrust measure 


to press. 
to make an early 
have 


weather, the fans 


given 
ratings of the re- 


ments made on the apparatus shown in the picture 


In general it may be said 


preceding the article. 
that fans in the A group show about twice as much 
useful air movement as measured by the thrust 


method, as fans in the B group. 


A. Recommended (Tentative) 
Kenmore, Model 124.8041 (Sears-Roebuck's Cat. No. 34 
08041) Four-blade, 10-in., non 
oscillating Weight, 4.7 Ib 
Cord length, 55 in. Rated air delivery, 
600 cu. It. per min 1 


$7.65, plus postage 
Single speed Power in 


put, 67 watts 


Polar Cub, Model A430 (A. C. Gilbert Co., 
New Haven, Conn.) $11.95. Four-blade, 10-in., oscil 
lating. Single speed. 6.9 Ib. 76 watts. Cord length 
69 in. Rated 850 cu. ft./min 2 

Airline, Model OSVSR-2546A (Montgomery Ward's Cat 
No. 86 2546M) $15.50, plus postage. Four-blade, 
10-in., oscillating. Single speed. 8.5 Ib. 41 watts 
Rated 780 cu, ft./min 3 

Vornado, Model B24C1 (QO. A. Sutton Corp., Wichita 
Kans.) $39.95. Three-blade, 9-in., non-oscillating 
Two speeds. 11.4 lb. 78 watts at high speed. Consid 
ered most noisy on high speed of fans tested. Rated 
2400 cu. ft./min. 3 


Erector Square, 


B. Intermediate (Tentative) 

General Electric, Model F M10S63 
Bridgeport 2, Conn.) $15.95 

Single speed 5 lb 


(General Electric Co.., 
Four-blade, 10-in., oscil 
lating only. Rated 
550 cu. ft./min. 3 
Hunter, Cat. No. 36004, Serial S (Hunter Fan & Ventilat 
ing Co., Memphis 2, Tenn.) $15.95. Four-blade, 10 
in., oscillating. Single speed. 5.5 lb. 59 watts. Rated 
670 cu. ft./min. Considered least noisy of fans tested. 3 
Kenmore, No. 315.8000A (Sears-Roebuck's Cat. No. 34 
08000) $15.95, plus postage. Four-blade, 10-in., oscil 
lating. Single speed. 5.7 Ib. 39 watts. Rated 650 
cu. ft./min. Some shock hazard under humidified con 
ditions. 3 
Westinghouse, Model IOLA2 (Westinghouse Electric Corp., 
653 Page Blvd., Springfield 2, Mass.) $13.95. Four 
blade, 10-in., oscillating. Single speed. 5.3 lb. 54 
Rated 600 cu. f{t./min. 3 


35 watts 


watts 


Paper-Protecting Film, 
Presto-Seal 


N AN ARTICLE on adhesives in our August 

1949 BULLETIN, we discussed a product called 
Presto-Seal, similar to cellophane, but coated on 
one side with a pressure-sensitive adhesive. This 
can be applied to photographs, maps, etc., to pro- 
vide surface protection. Investigation of samples 
stored in a roll for a period of a year indicated§ 
that use of this type of product as a protective on 
repair medium for papers which might be stored inj 





a very warm place is not to be recommended be? 
cause of its tendency to curl at high temperatureall 
Because of both curling and imperfect adhesion of 
possible loss of adhesion with time, it is also nof 
recommended for repairing or protecting papers thaf 
are not in a book and therefore not subject to con- 


stant pressure to keep them flat and adherent. 

Another difficulty reported was that in some 
cases a faint, spotty discoloration of the plastic 
film appeared after a time. If any of our readers 
do find a material which is satisfactory and prac- 
tical for use by ultimate consumers for surface coat- 
ing of printed matter, maps, etc., with a transpar- 
ent film, we shall be very glad to know about it and 
to bring the information, after appropriate investi- 
gation, to the attention of our readers. 
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Convertible Bed Sofas 





Sitting-sleeping furniture is very difficult to cover from the brand name stand- 
point, and it does not lend itself to the methods of test in the laboratory that are ap- 


plicable to many household items. Thi 


discussion and the ratings which follow 


it are based on intelligent inspection by two experienced engineers whose professional 
work makes them more sensitive than the average person to mechanical difficulties 


and inconveniences that may be present or latent in a design. 


EVERAL kinds of furniture are available to 

provide sitting space during the day and extra 
sleeping space at night. Of these, the most popular 
are: (1) Aidden-bed units, in which a full-length or 
love-seat sized sofa or divan opens to unfold either 
a standard or three-quarter width mattress and 
springs concealed under the seat; (2) sofa beds, 
whose backs fold down to provide sleeping space 
about equivalent to a three-quarter bed; (3) studio 
couches, with or without arms and cushion rests at 
the back; (4) duplex 


couches but with spare springs underneath to form 


divans, similar to studio 


a rest for the unfolded top mattress when twin beds 
either hiding a 


are needed: (5 sleep-chairs,”’ 
single bed beneath the seat or having a back that 
folds down to provide sleeping space for one person. 

The choice between these kinds depends largely 
upon the need in each individual case according to 
whether the prime consideration is appearance, 
comfort of the article as a seat, comfort as a bed, 
or low cost. Appearance and comfort in sitting 
| would usually be dominant considerations when the 

piece is to be used as a bed infrequently ; comitort 

in sleeping where frequent use as a bed is antici- 
pated; cost, when finances are limited or when the 
item is wanted perhaps for a vacation cottage. 
From these several angles the buyer of one promi- 
nent department store suggested the following rat- 
gngs in descending order of desirability, with the 
buver ola second large store con urring. 

Order of desirability considered primarily for ap- 
pearance or stvk 1) hidden-bed sofa; (2 
bed 3) studio couch 4 
divan 


Considered primarily for comfort in use in the 


@aytime: (1 


sola 


sleep-chair; (5) duplex 


sola bed: 3 


hidden-bed sola; 2 
Bleep-chair; (4 5 

Considered primarily for 
#1) hidden-bed sofa; (2) duplex divan; (3 
studio couch; (5) sofa bed; 


studio couch duplex divan 


comfort in sleeping 
length- 
wise sofa bed; } 
(6) sleep-chair 
\lthough it is diffic ult to make a positive recom 
mendation about such products where both per- 
formance and comfort are involved, CR’s investi- 
gators preter a hidden bed unit, if cost of the item 
The selection would be made among 
units in the A-Recommended 


is no objec Se 


the lowest priced 


group. If the amount of the outlay is of great 
importance, they would choose a studio couch as 
offering the best comfort at the lowest price, pro- 
vided it is one that has deep cushions so as to per- 
mit comfortable sitting. i 


Hidden-Bed Sofas 


Hidden-bed sofas have an innerspring mattress 
supported on flat steel springs which unfold when 
the bed is opened. They are available in two gen- 
eral types. In the first, and most desirable, the 
entire front of the sofa including all lateral rails un- 
folds with the bed as it is opened up. In the sec- 
ond, a front rail remains in place at all times with 
the bed unfolding somewhat differently over it. 


A hidden-bed Sleepmaste 


A hidden-bed sofa, closed (S cepmaster ilden 
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Fi 


This type usually has a higher, deeper, and less 


comfortable seat, with a tendency 


for two persons 
be 
distinguished by the fact that a wide gap will ap- 
pear between the bottom of the back upholstery 
and the seat when the seat is depressed. 


sleeping on it to slide together. It can usually 


a hidden-bed unit, be sure that the 
the backs of the 
this excessive width can be the cause of 
marked discomfort, 
well. 


In sele ting 
is not so wide as to catch 


knees 


seat 


and undue wear on hose as 

The mechanism of all hidden-bed units tends to 
ward complication, but this is not believed a dis- 
advantage providing care is taken nof to catch 
bedding in the mechanical parts. It should also be 
noted that these units take up more space than an 
ordinary 


sola 


A. Recommended 
Hide-A-Bed 


Full size 


Park Ave 


junior of 


New 


SIZ 


York 16 
$210 up 
Cushions and mattresses of Beautyrest construction avail 


able as extras, the 


Simmons Co., 1 


from $230 love-seat 


latter at about $30. Construction of 
Hidden-Bed Sofas’’). After re 
ushions, the tubular steel framework is lifted up 


first type (see text under 
moving 
and pulled forward to reveal an innerspring mattress on a 
flat spring-and-canvas support. Sofa is balanced so it 
will ult forward to permit access behind for cleaning, and 


’ As with all 


does not have to 
according to 


be pulled out from wall 


upholstered furniture, prices vary widely 
fabric supplied 


Kroehler 
S180 


Mfg. Co., Naperville, Il 
fabric ( 


Innerspring mattress on full 


DavenO (Kroehler 


up, depending on the onstruction of 


second type (see text 


metal spring assembly is of anglk 


The spring frame 
iron 


( hariton, Sota-niter Cc} 


, Fitchburg, Mass 


Construction of 


arlton Co., li 


Love S180 up first 


Board 
with 


seat size 


it foot of bed flips up to enable one to sleep 


head away from sofa an advantage for those 


who object to sleeping with their heads between the tw 


sola arms; also keeps pillows away 


Pullman Couch Co., 3759 § 
Standard $300 up 


Hide 


from upholster 
Ashland Ave 


S280 up 


Pullman 
junior (%4 


1-Bed. Well 


Chicago size 


onstruction similar to built and 


asy to operate 


B. Intermediate 


Products Co 
1) S200 un: { 


Ine 


vaam-rubber cust 


OO Lox 


second tvpe (see text 


» sleep with heat 


C. Not Recommended 


lgle by Upholstery Co 
delpt la ull 


second t pe | < 


1309 N. Second, Phila 
only, $180 up 

\W ice 
seat upholstery appeared when two persons of normal 


Was 


bed size Construction of 


text gap between back and 


weight sat sofa considered to have a 


clumsy appearance 
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Sofa Beds 
Sola 


one part ol 


box 
which is a seat and the other the back 
The bac k tor 
Sota than hidden 
bed sofas on all counts, but are considerably cheap 


beds are essentially divided 


springs 


sola folds down to seat level 


ol i 


sleeping beds are rated lower 


er; they are smaller, too, and therefore popular 
where space is at a premium 

rhe entire principle of sofa beds centers around 
a special hinge which should provide daytime rigid¢ 


the back, 


seat is lifted forward and upward, and permit easy 


ity for allow the back to drop when thé 
operation without requiring that the sofa be pulled 
hinges used aré€ 
Seng brand is we ll thought ot b¥ 


out from the wall. The automati 
The 
people in the industry and should be asked for, al4 
derabié 
il 
looking 
the Seng trademark which is stamped in thé 
sola 
the 


important 


though it is understood that there is cons 
misrepresentation on this point he consumer « 


check 
tor 


for himself in some instances by 


unfortunately, i 


hidden b 


flanges of the hinges; 
beds this 
method of upholstering. 


son 
identification mark is 
Sofa beds are available in two ty pes In the irsg® 
the back merely folds down to the level of the se at 
to iorm a bed on whi h the sle« per lies le nethwi 
to the axis of the sofa: in the second, there is a 
auxiliary small spring and mattress hidden 
back an 


neath to supplement the unfolded 


the 72 Thes Solas Ci 

the cor vem 
sola length does not d@ 
bed \ sola bed ol 


considerably 


to make inch length 


then be 


tional 


up 
shorter than is possible with 
sola bed, the 
the length ol the 
kind is also judged to be 
fortable at night than the 

Putting the bedclothes directly on the upholstery 
life 


sanitation standpoint as 


since 
termine this 
more com 
first kind described 

and is undesirable from 
Tufted 


to be avoided for the upholstery ol sola 


fabric shortens its 
the 
rials 


beds, 


well mate 
are 
and the fabrics to be selected should be of 
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the most durable character. A cotton mattress 
cover of quilted cotton fabric should always b: 
used. As the sofa beds are opened by means of a 
tug at the under edge of the seat, this is a point 
that will very likely show wear quickly; in fact 
several floor samples in department stores showed 
signs of deterioration at this point. With the sofa 
bed, unlike with the hidden-bed sofa, the bed- 
clothes must be completely removed and stored 
during daytime hours. 

Several kinds of upholstery are in current use 
The best uses coil springs plus zigzag (also called 
ziggers or no-sag springs) springs as supporting 
members underneath. Such construction requires 
an unusually sturdy supporting frame to absorb 
the lateral pull This can either be of metal or of 
sturdy lumber /aid crosswise. 
sirable construction, the coil springs are supported 


In cheaper, less de- 


on straight horizontal cross wires only. 

The best padding consists of at least 2% inches 
of felt with from 30 to 35 percent of sisal be- 
tween the felt and the coil springs. (Sisal, a 
hemp fiber from Yucatan, has been found to be the 
best material for keeping the springs from digging 
into the cotton padding.) Beware of scrap mate- 
rials or linters; equally objectionable is the use of 
excelsior in any form. Beds which use the cheaper 
types of constructions often use rubberized hair in 
place of the sisal with the layer of hair topped by a 
relatively thin layer of felt 

It is easy for consumers in a number of states to 
check on filling materials used since state laws 
often require that a clear description of the mat 
tress filling and similar materials be attached to 
every article of upholstered furniture. 

An examination of the ‘“‘box"’ used as the bedding 
compartment is often a key to the quality of a sofa 
bed. 


from large knots, and the bottom ol ply wood or 


\ box made of smooth, clear lumber, free 


Masonite, will tend to indicate a general quality 
devel much higher than that which exists where the 
Box is made of poor wood and has a cardboard bot 
tom 

Sofa beds are low in price; they are likewise 
felatively low in rank in comfort for sleeping; on 
that account their greatest applic ation and sales are 
for places where they are to be used as a bed only 
@ccasionally, for example, in summer cottages or 
fiomes where the need for the bed will be ex« eptional 
father than normal 

In the following ratings, two general price group 
Mes will be noted, one from about $100 and one 
from $70 
in details of construction. 


rhese prices generally reflect diderences 


A. Recommended 

Collingswood, N.] 
$110 up 60% cotton felt 

Burton-Dixie (Burton-Dixie Corp., 2024 S. Racine Ave 

$130 up 70% cotton felt, 30% sisai up 


(Atlantic Crest Co., 
Wooden construction. 


Atlantic Crest 


Chicago) 


holstery (desirable). Sofa is of “junior” or love-seat 
width with extra spring underneath pulling out to make 
up full-length bed 

Diamond (Diamond Bed Co., Trenton, N. J.) 
Sturdily constructed of wood with heavy framework to 
support zigzag bracing. 44 in. wide. 

New Yorker Lounge (Simmons Bed Co., 1 Park Ave. 
New York 16) $100 up (Beautyrest from $120). All 
steel frame. Very sturdy Beautyrest 
features if desired (individually pocketed coils). No 
sag seat support. Back of some models tufted — would 
be well to test for comfort lying down. Various padding 
materials from cotton to kapok (a very light resilient 
fiber from the tropical silk-cotton tree that makes a 
luxurious, but relatively short-lived, upholstery filling 


$99 up 


construction 


B. Intermediate 


Charlton Sofa Beds (Charlton Co., Inc., Fitchburg, Mass 
$70 up 
deemed satisfactory in consideration of its low price 

Fisher (Fisher Products Co., Chester, Pa.) $90 up 
Wood frame of average construction. Backing, 65°% 
cotton felt, 35% rubberized Tampico fiber 

Little Rock (Little Rock Furniture Mfg. Co., Little Rock 
Ark.) In tapestry, from $70; plastics from $80. Seat 
consists of 40 coil springs cross tied with helical springs; 


Low-cost construction and upholstery but 


supported with straight wires (less desirable than no 
sag or zigzag). Spring-to-spring construction might be 
come noisy as metal-to-metal contacts have such a 
Arms of wood finished either blond or walnut 


Opens to full 48 in. x 72 in 


tendency. 
Seng Hinges 


C. Not Recommended 


Various unlabeled competitive brands made for «sale by 
individual stores at $55 to $65 (base fabric prices 
Had plain wire spring supports; the wood used was of 


low grade, with knots, and bottoms were of cardboard 


Duplex Divans and Studio Couches 
Duplex divans and studio couches are available 
As made up for day use, they 


in several forms 
usually consist of a box spring or padded flat spring 
base with a separate innerspring mattress on top 
Some models include back rests for the support of 
the pillows, others merely rest them against the 
wall. Twin studio divans open to either twin or 
double beds by merely pulling the couch forward 
and throwing the top mattress bac k on the exposed 
base unit [lwo models are current In one the 
extra spring unit is of such height as to bring the 
spring plus the top mattress to the same height as 
the residual base section; this usually results in 
either an undesirably high unit or forces skimping 
on the thickness of the spring part ol the base 
unit. In the other, more desirable, and true duplex 
divan, the 
floor and is raised to bed level by means of a 
full-thickness 


springs are thus available to each sleeper 


spare spring folds fairly close to the 


lever-operated mechanism; inner 


heavy upholstering of cushions, the 


all duplex divans and 


Despite 
seats of studio couches 


are likely to be too wide for the most comfortable 
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A duplex divan (Simmons, Essex) 


daytime use. Sleeping on the upholstery is also a 
disadvantage shared with sofa beds; use of a quilted 
mattress pad is highly advisable. 

According to a recent newspaper report, a 21s- 
year-old boy was strangled to death when his neck 
became wedged under a spring-operated bar on a 
studio couch. Another older child was also caught 
under the bar but was revived. (The mechanism 
was not identified or fully described.) It is sug- 
gested that consumers keep the potential hazard 
to children in mind when buying a convertible 
sofa, divan, couch, or chair 


DUPLEX DIVANS 
A. Recommended 


Burton-Dixie (Burton-Dixie Corp., 2024 S. Racine Ave 
Chicago) $90 up. Well constructed. 60°% cotton felt 
40°% sisal in filling (desirable). 

Englander, Duo-Divan (Englander Co., Inc., 2447 W 
Roosevelt Rd., Chicago) $80 up. 69% cotton felt, 31% 
sisal pads (desirable). Two separate innerspring units 
spare spring folds low and is raised to bed level by “‘lazy 
tongs” lever-operated arrangement. 22 in. above floor 

(Simmons Co., 1 Park Ave., New York 16 

Deepsleep studio divan with combination fabric 

and innerspring unit, $90 up. (With one upholstered 

arm and back, $125 up.) Westchester, Beautyrest con 
struction, combination fabric 


Simmons 
$90 up 


spring and innerspring 


Corrections and Emendations to Consumers’ 


Annual Cumulative Bulletin (ACB) 


unit in base, $120 up. Beautyrest detuxe twin studio 
divan with Beautyrest mattresses in both seat and base 


$130 up 


B. Intermediate 


stes (Estes Bedding Co., 437 W. Ontario St., 
$90 up. Spare spring 10 in. to 12 in. above floor, without 


Chicago 


provision for raising. (Some people might object to 
sleeping so close to the floor.) Spare springs considered 


somewhat difficult to draw out without catching 


STUDIO COUCHES 
A. Recommended 


1 Park Ave., New 


designed for one person 


Saratoga Studio Divan (Simmons Co.., 
York 16) $70. Comfortable 


only. Had both box-spring and innerspring mattress 


Sleep-Chairs 

These chairs are usually bulky and ungainly in 
appearance. In one type, the back unfolds to pro- 
vide a relatively narrow sleeping space (about 26 
inches wide), approximately full bed length. The 
seat cushion provides a ‘‘mattress”’ for the extended 
bed section This bed is believed to be only 
a makeshift sleeping arrangement, usable under 
rare or unusual circumstances, if one does not mind 
the unpleasing appearance of the chair in the day- 
time hours. One disadvantage is that the separate 
small pillows often become disarranged during thé 
night. Furniture men have mentioned that thi 
type of bed has a very limited durability 

A second sleep-~< hair is similar to the hidden bed 
sofas and has a mattress and springs hidden withig 
the base of the chair. It is thus preferable to thé 
first type but still considered as unsuitable for any 
but strictly occasional use. 


C. Not Recommended 


Simmons Chair Bed (Simmons Co., 1 Park Ave., New Yor® 
16) $70 60% cotton felt, 347 sisal (desirable AIR 
metal construction. Well constructed but 

considered less desirable 


separa 

thai 
Bed makes up close to tht 
, which may be considered undesirable " 


cushion" construction 
hidden-bed construction 
floor (12 in 


some users 


Research 





Table-Model 
Receivers 
Col. 184 
ACB '50-'51 


Westinghouse ‘‘Little Jewel" H 126. 
The address of the Westinghouse 
Electric Corp., Television-Radio Di- 
vision, is Sunbury, Pa., not Sun- 
bury, Conn., as it appeared in the second line of the 
listing. QWestinghouse has advised that Model H 
126 went out of production about April 1950 


Kitchen and 
Bathroom Fixtures 
Col. 411 

ACB '50-'51 


The statement in the first two lines 
of second paragraph reading ‘Sinks, 
lorm- 
' should 


lav itories, and tubs were 
erly made of cast iron 
be changed to read “Sinks, lava 
tories, and tubs were formerly made only of cast 


Gea 
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Two Radio-Phonograph 
High-Fidelity 


Combinations 





ten to CR 
requesting information on radio-phonograph 
the $150 to 


several reasons why we have not deemed 


HILE many subscribers have writ 


combinations selling in $350 ranve, 


there are 
it advisable to carry out tests of such combinations 


We 


during the past three years that the consumer is 


have concluded on the basis of tests conducted 


not likely to find any set in that price range which 
is good in performance or indeed at all comparabk 
with any one of several sets which sold in the $100 
to $200 price range 10 years ago 

It is therefore of little or no value to report on 
such combinations since a report can offer littk 
helpful information beyond saying, for the benefit 
of technical experts, that the usual set comprised an 
insensitive FM chassis combined with 
\M if. (intermediate 
frequency) amplifier, both feeding into a 


a mediocre 
section having a common 
single 
pentode output tube and a low-quality loud-speak 
er. The phonograph section will likely consist of a 
2-pole turntable motor capable of driving the turn 
table at three or even any desired number of speeds 
and a crystal pickup. The 
likely be limited to the range ol 
perhaps 100 to 5000 cycles at best, and the power 
output and tone quality will often be little better 
than that afforded by 


model radios 


; 


frequency response ol 


such a set will 


many of the ordinary table 

rhe lady of the house can therefore, in most in 
Btances, choose in this price range that set which 
in her opinion has the most pleasing size and typ 
of cabinet, and need not give too much weight to 
hubby's suspicions that the model chosen mav be a 
@ud, acoustically. He will be right, but there's 
little to be done about the problem short of spend 
ing say $400 or more for a better set 
high price lor a 
good performance 


and paying « 
set will not assure its being of 
It is advisable in any instanc 
fo purchase a radio-phonograph combination mad 
by a manultacturer 
good reputation 
Underwriters’ | 
cours¢ 

In the price 1 ibove 
few combinations availabk 
high-quality sound output 
the 
j 


GICSIL 


ind has 
should carry th 
Inspection Label, of 


who is well known 
and the set 
iboratories’ 
ing ibout $350, there are 
which ire capable o 
Phe ‘isher and Scott 
models reported in listings of this 
kind. Both sets are is high-fidelity units 


and have potentially the necessary circuit elements 


present are 


ned 


and components ol proper quality 
speaker that they should 
needs of the great majority of listeners. 


including good 
the 
I he ( abi- 
nets, howe ver, represent a considerable proportion 


systems, so 


meet 
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of the selling price (perhaps $150, in the $400 Scott 
Subs ribers W“ ho can do so, therefore, should invest 
gate the alternate method of obtaining high-fidelity 
reproduction, that is, assembly of the separat 


forth in 
Cumulative 


components into a “unit system” as set 
columns 190-193 of the 1950-51 Annua 
Bulletin. this 


components can be assembled, and the results at 


Using method, fairly inexpensive 
tainable will far surpass the quality of output from 
any ready-made radio-phonograph combination re- 
quiring a comparable expenditure that is known to 


CR 


A. Recommended 
The |} 


Model 
Radio 
$745. For a~« 


Console cabinet 


ARI2 V 
41 I 


ope ration of ly 


Radio- Phono Cominat 
: lel R-3 Chassis 
47 St., New York City 

Watts input, 195 


and very 


Vodel (Fisher Corp 


mahogany finish 


well built. Over-all size, 3 4% wide x 
Manual tuni 
ition 7% correct 


\\ 


good Some 


in 376 


1 x 20 in. deep with tuning-eve 


tube for visual indi tuning position 


Quality of parts excellent rkmanship and accessi 


bilitv for ing, judged spurious re 
sponses Used 17 t plus tihetr 
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Had separate AM and FM “front ends,” preferable 
AM: Sensitivity, fair; selectivity, broad. (Relatively 
low sensitivity and broad tuning necessary in receiver 
designed primarily for high-quality local reception as 
Distant reception is not of 
Sensitivity, ex 


the Fisher appeared to be. 
high-fidelity quality, anyway.) FM: 
cellent; had one of the most sensitive FM sections 
tested to date. Maximum sensitivity, 6 to 8 microvolts; 
quieting sensitivity, 22 microvolts. Used ratio detector 
circuit, which is not as desirable as the Armstrong dis 
criminator circuit, and had automatic frequency con- 
trol, which aids in proper tuning, although it was ad 
visable to use the tuning eve besides to reduce tone 
Audio: Used four 6V6 
beam power” amplifier tubes, push-pull parallel con 
Inverse feedback was used, mainly to improve 
rhe output transformer was 
exceptionally large (very desirable). Electrical fidelity 

2 db. from 20 to 20,000 cycles, very good, with bass 


distortion to a minimum 


nection 


amplifier stability, good 


tone control set at minimum, treble control at maxi 
No treble boost was provided; there is 
no objection to its omission. Amplifier output held up 
well at both extremes, 20 and 15,000 cycles, indicative 
Equipped with a Webster- 


mum position 


of unusually good design 
Chicago record changer using a GE | R dual-needle cart 
Compensation provided in preamplifier was not 
correct for best playing of LP records Stephens Model 
106 AX 15-in. coaxial speaker, mounted with approxi 
, adequate and 


ridge. 


mately 7.5 cu. ft. baffle (reflex enclosure 
very desirable (most console speaker compartments are 
far too small in volume; see February 1949 Bulletin). 
The Fisher was one of the best radio-phono combina 
tions tested to date by CR. Had Underwriters’ Labora- 
Leakage current (measure of shock haz 


ird), too small to be measurable 3 


tories’ label 


B. Intermediate 


ott Kenilworth, Model 510 (Scott Radio Labs., In 
4541 Ravenswood Ave., Chicago 40) $445. For a~« 
Watts input, 190. 
Over-all size, 324% in. wide x 36 in 
Manual tuning. There was no 


operation only. Console cabinet 
mahogany finish 
high x 17% in. deep 
tuning eve, considered by many to be almost a necessity 
for correct tuning on FM. Quality of parts and work 
Accessibility for servicing, very 
good. Used 12 tubes plus 2 rectifiers. R.f. and Lf. 
sections on AM and FM were 
sidered best design). AM: Sensitivity, good; selectivity 
AM section was purposely designed to 
tune broadly. Electrical fidelity 10 db. from 40 to 
6900 cycles, considered ample for AM, in view of the 
ery limited (5000 cycle) frequency range in AM broad 
casting. FM: 18-20 microvolts, 
vod; quieting sensitivity Like Fisher 
ised ratio detector circuit, which ts not as desirable as 
g discriminator circuit. Electrical fidelity, 

3 db. from 40 to 20,000 cycles. Audio: 
6L6 “beam power” tubes in push-pull output. Electrical 
fidelity, + 3 db. from 40 to 20,000 cycles, very good 


manship, excellent 
combined (not con 


satisfactory 


Maximum sensitivity, 
50 microvolts. 


Armstrong 
I sed two 


Output held up very well at both ends of audio spe 
im (16 watts at 40 and 20,009 cycles 
yutput (10 watts 
20.000 cycles, very good 


ange on I M 


Equipped with Webster-Chicago 350-2 


at half power 
distortion was less than 2, from 80 
\pproxim :te acoustical 
or record playing, 80 to 10,000 cycles 


_— 


record changer, 
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Scott Kenilworth 


GE preamplifier, and GE VR cartridges. (The model 
equipped with the Webster-Chicago 356-1 changer and 
crystal cartridge is not recommended.) Used a Jensen 
Model 210 12-in. coaxial loud-speaker mounted in 
baffle space of inadequate size which limited to a con- 
siderable extent the quality of output available, anj 
instance wherein space available for speaker baffling 
was used instead for record storage, with consequent 
reduction in potential tonal output The Scott Model 
510 is also available at $225, without cabinet or record 
changer, suitable for custom installation, for example, 
in a cabinet already available or in a bookcase or some 
other piece of furniture This equipment, if installed 
correctly, would be worthy of an A- Recommended rating 
Leakage current (measure of shock hazard), too smalf 
to be measurable 3 


Small 
Refrigerator 





ECAUSE of the interest of subscribers in a 

small compact refrigerator suitable for use in 
very small apartments, offices, etc., CR has tested 
a second refrigerator of this type called the Frees- 
Pak. This box differs from the Astral previously 
tested (CONSUMERS'’ RESEARCH BULLETIN, Novem 
ber 1950, with brief additional note in the January 
1951 BULLETIN) in that it operates only on 115 volts 
was usable on either a.c. or d.c. and 
Frees- Pak 


uses the same type of mechanism as the regular: 


a Astra 


could be had for lower voltage sas well 
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size electric refrigerators. The advertising clain 
that the Freez-Pak had “capacity far beyond that 
required"’ was misleading, for as the tests proved, 
it did not have sufficient refrigerating capacity to 
keep foods safely at high room temperatures. The 
claim that it “holds as much as many 4 cu. ft. re- 
frigerators’’ is also open to serious question, for it 
implies that 4-cu.-ft. refrigerators have only about 
2% cu. ft. of refrigerated storage space available; 
such an implication is, of course, wholly false. 


C. Not Recommended 


Frees-Pak, Model FP-1 (Freez-Pak Division, lonia Mig 
Co., lonia, Mich.) $159.50. For 115 volts, 60-cycle a. 
Rated amperes, 2.2. Outside dimensions: 2534 in. high, 
31 in. wide, 1954 in. deep. Total rated capacity, 2.66 
cu. ft. (actual, 2.6 cu. ft.). Total shelf area, 4.7 sq 
ft. Weight, 125 lb. Freezing chamber, approximately 
0.5 cu. ft., located at top of storage space, is about 2/3 
the width of the box, but only 4 in. high. Had 1 alumi 
num ice-cube tray with 8 individual plastic cubes, 
to make 14 oz. of ice cubes. The compartment con 
taining the operating mechanism occupies a central space 
inside the food compartment to the extent of about one 
quarter of the available storage space. 1/9 hp. motor 
and compressor are built into a single sealed unit. Re 
frigerant, Freon 12, controlled by capillary tube. No 
drip tray was provided. (Defrosting instructions were 
to remove most of the contents of refrigerator, turn 
refrigerator off, leave doors ajar, and wipe up the water.) 
In the pull-down test at 110°F, lowest average tempera 
ture obtained in storage compartment after 24% hr. was 
56.8°F; after an additional 3% hr. or a total of 6 hr., 
temperature did not go any lower. In performance 
test at room temperature of 110°F, mechanism operated 
continuously (undesirable), and the lowest average tem 

At room 

temperature of 90° with an average temperature in the 

storage compartment of 43°, the refrigerator ran 57% 

of the time with a power consumption of 1.79 kwhr. 

per day (equivalent to $1.88! per month or about 75« 

per cu. ft.). While the cost of operatic m was consider 

ably lower than for the Astral, the Frees-Pak was still 
about 8 times as expensive to operate (per cu. ft.) as the 
best refrigerators tested by CR in 1950. In ice-making 
test, maximum time required to freeze 14 oz. of ice 


perature achieved inside the box was 55°F. 


Wich electricity at 344c per kwhr 


Freet-Pak Model FP-1 
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Condensation collected on exterior of Freest-Pak after ex- 
posure to 90° relative humidity at 75°F for 24 hour 


cubes, 9 hr. (about 10 hr. per lb.), very poor as compared 
with the better electrical refrigerators of normal size 
which require only about % hr. per Ib. of ice cubes 
There was considerable sweating of the cabinet exterior 
under high (90%) humidity conditions, indicating in 
adequate insulation. Note: When the refrigerator is 
used where room temperatures are not expected much 
to exceed 90°F, where humidity is low, and for users 
who would not be concerned about the relatively high 
cost of operation for the storage space provided, the 
rating (not taking into consideration the misleading ad 
vertising) would be a low B. Intermediate 


A Note on the Care 
of Eyeglasses 





HOSE who depend greatly upon eyeglasses 

should by all means purchase a duplicate pair 
so that, in the event of damage or loss of one pair, 
they will not be gravely handicapped in their work 
or recreation. A subscriber suggests that it will be 
a help in finding glasses when misplaced, if a case 
of conspicuous color or finish such as gold, silver, 
stainless steel, aluminum, nickel, or bright yellow 
is used. Avoid black, brown, or gray, which are 
easily missed in bad light or other unfavorable cir- 
cumstances. Pasting a label with a copy of the 
prescription, the date, and owner’s name and 
address inside the case, will facilitate replacement 
of a lens if one is broken or scratched while the own- 
er is away from home, and will help in securing the 
return of the glasses if they are lost. 

When there is dust, sand, or grit in the air, or 
one is at the seashore, the 
wearer of glasses should take pains to dust the 
lenses lightly to remove gritty or sharp particles 
that might scratch them; then proceed to clean 
them carefully with a clean soft cloth or lens tis- 
Facial tissues are not satisfactory, on account 


a sandy beach or at 


sue. 
of the lint they leave on the glass. 
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Off the Editor's Chest 


(Continued from page 2) 





The matter of refilling prescriptions is more haz- 
ardous than formerly, since today's newer drugs, 
potent, and at times almost miraculous, are often 
dangerous. When Mrs. Jones regularly had re 
filled a prescription given to her mother years ago 
by kindly Dr. Brown, she probably didn’t do much 
harm. In the days when Dr. Brown prescribed 
tincture of valerian for nerves, refilling of prescrip- 
the hazard to the 
consumers, some of whom may continue to take a 
drugstore preparation indefinitely without trou- 
bling to determine from time to time whether such 
a drug is necessary. 


tions probably did not carry 


The potency of many of the newer drugs is 
For example, 
propylthiouracil has made unnecessary many thy- 
roid operations, which would have been performed 
had not the thiouracils been available. At the 
same time, these drugs have side effects which can 
be permanently damaging not only to the organ 
or function in the treatment of which they are ad- 
ministered, but also to other organs or functions. 

Most of the newer, as well as the older potent 
drugs may be sold on a prescription and not other- 
It would be illogical to have the consumer de- 
cide upon continuing their use indefinitely (by re- 
filling a prescription) if in the first instance the de- 
cision to use them was denied him (and rightly so). 
Among abuses that are current with unrestricted 
prescription refilling are those where Mrs. Smith 
urges her friends to take the same drug by refilling 
her prescription, prescribed for her, which she found 
effective, and making it available to her friends on 
the assumption that they also will be helped by it. 
There are also the cases made public by the Food 
and Drug Admin. in which certain prescriptions, 
particularly those containing the potentially harm- 
ful barbiturates, have been refilled as often as 500 
times. 

On the other hand, the prohibition of prescrip- 
tion refilling with no exceptions presents anomalous 


creative of harm as well as good. 


wise. 


and often ludicrous situations. In the former in- 
stance, certain drugs such as digitalis or estrogenic 
hormones are prescribed with the intention that 
they should be taken for many months and often 
as long as a year, or longer. It is impracticable to 


request a prescription each time a refill is necessary, 


and it is equally impracticable to prescribe huge 
quantities of a drug to last a year or longer: A 
ridiculous situation arises when a prescription is 
filled for a product which may be normally obtained 
over the counter, i.e., without a prescription. In 
such an instance a consumer may purchase the 
product as often as he wishes without a prescription; 
if he obtains it on a prescription, he may not re- 
fill the prescription which calls for the product he 
might have obtained unrestrictedly, had it not 


originally been prescribed by a doctor. With re 
striction off prescription refilling, there will be a 
great and needless extra burden placed on physi- 
cians and patients alike in providing new prescrip- 
tions for cases where there could be no possible 
objection to continued use of the previous material, 
and there will, of course, be considerable additional 
expense to consumers in such cases 

To overcome such difficulties, various groups 
in the form of the 
Durham-Humpbhrey bill by certain pharmaceutical 
organizations, and the Ewing proposal by the Fed- 
eral Security Agency, of which the Food and Drug 
Admin. is a part. 
tions deny the need of federal legislation regarding 
prescription refills, on the doctrine that the prac- 
tice of pharmacy is a state matter and that essen- 
tially it is the professional prerogative of the phar- 
macist to exercise his judgment regarding refills. 

How will the safety and convenience of the con- 


offer their special remedies 


Other pharmaceutical organiza- 


sumer be best served? No one questions the gen- 
eral advisability of the prohibition against the re- 
filling of prescriptions containing narcotic drugs or 
drugs known to be dangerous if taken in excess for 
too long a period. (Through exemptions, certain 
prescriptions for narcotics, as for example those 
containing codeine in quantities of not more than 
1 grain to an ounce of medication, have been al- 
lowed to be refilled). Unrestricted refilling of pre 
scriptions containing narcotic drugs would very 
likely lead to drug addiction of a considerable num- 
ber of persons. 

Yet, numerous drugs, among which are the old 
barbiturates. and newer drugs, 
reparable damage if taken without redetermination 
of need or without supervision. Certainly in these 


may create ir- 


cases, it is just as necessary to regulate prescription 
refilling as in the case of actual narcotics. 

It is the position of Consumers’ Research that 
regulations promulgated for the control of prescrip-] 
tion refilling should take consideration of the reason- 
able convenience as well as safety of the consuming} 
For example, there should, of course, be 
written into the law a clear exemption from the 
legal technicalities which prohibit the refilling of a 
prescription with a product normally obtainable 


public. 


without a prescription. Logic demands that step. 
The problem of refilling prescriptions of drugs which 
are obtainable only on prescription needs a practi- 
cal, workable solution. No good purpose will be 
served by allowing unrestricted prescription refills 
of dangerous drugs. It is realized that defining a 
dangerous drug is not simple. 

It is the view of Consumers’ Research that the 
problem can be solved in the best interests of the 
consuming public, if physicians’ prescriptions would 


be imprinted with instructions such as “not to be re- 
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filled,”’ ‘‘may be refilled 3 times’’ and “‘may be re- 
filled not later than 6 months from date of issue.’ 
At the time the prescription is written it would be 
simple for the physician to initial the form if he 
thought it proper to do so, thereby expressing his 
intention unmistakably. 

It has been suggested that the Food and Drug 
Admin. establish by two respective 
schedule of drugs, drugs which may and drugs 
That 
Such schedules, dig- 
put into neat 
practices cannot be dealt with 
in that simple fashion \t stake is the whole 
armamentarium of drugs which, because of vari- 


regulation 


which may not be refilled as prescriptions. 
would be government by hat 
nihied by fact, 
which 


findings of would 


categories 


ability of nature, uses, medical opinion, et 


into statute. It is matter 
to indicate what drugs should be dispensed only 


cannot be frozen one 
It is quite another matter to 
legislate frequency of administration. Such con- 
trol of governmental 


or professional societies, is restrictive of free and 


on pres« ription 


drugs, whether by bodies 
intelligent choice in therapeutics in the practice 
of which the physician should have freedom to use 


his skill and knowledge to the best of his ability. 


Similar drug controls exist in a number of foreign 
countries; the result is the existence of undue re- 
striction side by side with a plethora of worthless 
drugs. 


The present federal statute contains provisions 
defining what drug preparations are to be labeled 
for over-the-counter sale, and which ones are for 
dispensing on prescription. There are borderline 
cases, in which the decision on labeling a drug is 
the choice of its manufacturer 
his decision is his responsibility. 


at the same time 
Often, an honest 
difference of opinion arises, with respect to proper 
classification of a drug; in the re- 
sponsibility is squarely on the shoulders of the 


such a case 
manufacturer. Such honest differences of opinion 
have heretofore been settled satisfactorily by the 
Many 


of these decisions have set precedents, and the de- 


courts, and probably should be so settled. 


velopment of drug regulation has been influenced 
by them. In such an important sitbject as public 
health, undue limitation of individual freedom, in an 
area where intelligent and informed action on the 
part of a considerable proportion of consumers may 
often be assumed, ought to be avoided by all means 


An Electric Range 





OME interesting innovations in electric ranges 


have been announced since CR’s latest tests on 
electric ranges were reported in CONSUMERS’ RI 
SEARCH BULLETIN, July 1950 Of the 
Frigidaire RM-35 electric is of particular 
interest in this connection because 


these, 
range 
of its oven, which 
is a good deal larger than is usually found in an 
electric stove, and its considerably lower price (be 
than other national 


cause of its smaller top area 


brand-name stoves 


Che newly developed glass-bulb or infrared-lamp 
type stove elements are another item of interest to 
our readers. As to these, correspondence with the 
manulacturer of the /nfrared Stove Lamp has indi 
cated that units have been made available to the 
Tang use in their products but 
wil! not likely be seen on stoves sold to the public 
for The 
Practically convenience 
Btandpoint, 
that it will afford 
the heating element 


manutacturers tor 
a considerable time idea, if it works out 
the 
is attractive, 


from and durability 


however, for it is said 
ilmost instantaneous heating of 
as compared with the much 
2 taken by the 


approximately 2 minutes 
metallic sheathed resistance elements now universal! 


longer time 
ly used in electric ranges. It is said that the new lamp 


heater will have a further advantage of delivering 


uniform heat across the entire surface of the plat 


The main 
“Thrifty-30" 


inch 


reason for interest in the Frigidaire 


range was the incorporation in a x0 


unit of a larger-than-usual oven plus th 
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the features found on the 

larger (40-inch) electric ranges. 
CR’s tests of the “Thrifty-30" 

those done on the regular electri ranges, but tests 


availability of most of 


were similar to 


of the top-of-stove heating elements were not made 
because they were the same as those used in the 
Frigidaire RM-45 reported in the July 1950 Con- 
SUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN, page 22 

Rating is er51. 


A. Recommended 
Thrifty-30,"" Model RM-35 (Frigidaire Div 
General Motors Corp., Dayton 1, Ohio) $210. Model 
RM-30 at $180 is similar but lacks automatic oven con 
trol, 
top-of-stove elements 


Frigidatre 


cooking-top lamp, and storage drawer 5-heat 
dial switches on front of range 
oven control at rear 1 drawer 
outlet (untimed Oven signal light 
ing units: Radiantul 


large (1), faster than average; 


1 appliance 
Surface heat- 


Cooking 


storage 
elements speed 
about average 
Heating 
small burners 
Speed ol 


small (3 


Energy input, about average for both units 
large burner, above 
Oven: Usable capactty 


300) 


efficiency iverage 
2.6 cu. ft 
500° 


300 


average 


preheating, about average at ind setting 


Energy needed to preheat, average at greater 


500 


(a measure 


Energy used to maintain oven 


vf the 


than average at 


temperature effectiveness of the oven 


insulation, which in turn partially determines over 


operating costs when much baking or roasting is done 
Broiler: scorch 
fair Speed of broiling, fairly 
and design: Good. Leakage irrent 
low. 2 


less than average pattern on 
Construction 


satisfactorils 


toast, 


good 
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TE tee 


RATINGS 


HIS section aims to give critical consumers a 

digest of opinion from a wide range of motion 
picture reviews, including the motion picture trade 
press, leading newspapers and magazines—some 19 
different periodicals in all. The motion picture 
ratings which follow thus do not represent the 
judgment of a single person, but are based on an 
analysis of critics’ reviews. 

The sources of the reviews are: 

Box Office, Chicago Daily Tribune, Cue, Daily News (N.Y The Exhibitor 
Harrison's Reports, Motion Picture Herald, National Legion of Decency List 
Newsweek, New York Herald Tribune, New York Times, Parents’ Magazine 
Release of the D.A.R. Preview Commitiee, Reviews and Ratings by the Prot 
estant Motion Picture Council, Successful Parming, Time. Times Herald 
Washington, D.C.), Variety (weekly Weekly Guide to Selected Motion 
Pictures (National Board of Review of Motion Pictures, Inc.) 

The figures preceding the title of the picture in- 
dicate the number of critics who have been judged 
to rate the film A (recommended), B (intermediate), 
or C (not recommended) on its entertainment 


values. 

Audience suitability is indicated by “A” for 
adults, ““Y"’ for young people (14-18), and “C”’ for 
children, at the end of each line. 


Descriptive abbreviations are as follows: 
ade—advent ure mel-—melodrama 
bsog—biography mus—musical 
e—in color (Technicolor, Cinecolor mys—-mystery 
Trucolor, Magnacolor, V ‘ nor—dramatization of a novel 
car—cartoon rom romance 
com—comedy sct—ecience fiction 
crt—crime and capture of cr s soc —social-problem drama 
doc—documentary travelogue 
dr——drama dealing with the lives of 
fan—fantasy people in wartime 
hist—founded on historical incident western 


A B 
8 Abbott and Costello Meet 

the Invisible Man com A 
Abilene Trail wes AYC 
Air Cadet war-dr A 
Al Jennings of Oklahoma wes-c A 
American Guerrilla in 

the Philippines 
Angelo 
Another Shore 
Apache Drums 
Appointment with Crime 
Appointment with Danger 
At War with the Army 
Bandit Queen 
Bedtime for Bonzo 
Belle Le Grand 
Bird of Paradise dr-c A 
Blazing Sun, The wes-c AYC 
Blue Blood mel-c AYC 
Blues Busters mus-com A 
Border Outlaws 
Born Yesterday 
Bowery Battalion 
Branded 
Brave Bulls, The 
Breakthrough war-dr A 
Buckaroo Sheriff of Texas wes YC 
Bullet for Stefano dr A 
Bullfighter and the Lady dr A 
Buried Alive mel A 
California Passage mel AYC 
Call Me Mister mus-com-c A 
Call of the Klondike dr AYC 
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Cause for Alarm 
Cavairy Scout 
Chance of a Lifetime 
Cherokee Uprising 
Christina 
Circle of Danger 
Company She Keeps, The 
Counterspy Meets 
Scotland Yard 
Crooked River 
Crossroads of Passion 
Cry Danger 
Cuban Fireball 
Cyrano de Bergerac 
Dallas 
Dance of Life 
Double Crossbones 
Double Deal 
Dream Ballerina 
Emergency Wedding 
Enforcer, The 
Experiment Alcatraz 
Face to the Wind 
Fat Man, The 
Father's Little Dividend 
Film Without a Name 
Fingerprints Don't Lie 
First Legion, The 
Five ; 
Flame of Stamboul 
Flesh Will Surrender 
Flying Missile, The 
Follow the Sun 
Footlight Varieties 
For Heaven's Sake 
Fort Savage Raiders 
Fourteen Hours 
Frenchie 
Frontier Outpost 
Fury of the Congo 
Gambling House 
Gasoline Alley 
Gay Lady, The 


Gene Autry and the Mounties 
General and the Senorita, The 


Go for Broke 

God Needs Men 
Goldbergs, The 

Goodbye My Fancy 
Great Caruso, The 
Great Missouri Raid, The 
Groom Wore Spurs, The 
Grounds for Marriage 
Gypsy Fury 

Half Angel 

Halls of Montezuma 
Heart of the Rockies 
Here Come the Huggetts 
Hidden River 

Highway 301 

Hit Parade of 1951 
Horsemen, The 


House on Telegraph Hill ss 


Hue and Cry 
Hunt the Man Down 


I Can Get It for You Wholesale dr 
I Was a Communist for the FBI 


I Was an American Spy 


mus-wes A 


dr 
wes AY( 
dr A 
mel AYC 
dr A 


mys-mel AYC 


wes AYC 
war-mel - 


war-dr 


dr 
com AY 
dr 


mus-biog-c A 


wes-¢ 
com 
mus-com 
dr 
com-c 
war-dr-c 


com 

dr 
cri-mel 
mus-com 
war-dr-c 
mys-mel 
crt-com 
cri-mel 


Ts 


mel AY 


~ 


I'd Climb the Highest Mountain 


Inheritance, The 
Inside Straight . 
Insurance Investigator 
It's Hard to be Good. 
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Joe Palooka in the Squared Circle. mel AYC 
Joseph Schmidt Story, The mus-dr 
Kansas Raiders wes-c A 
Killer That Stalked 

New York, The cri-mel A 
Kim adv-c AYC 
King of the Bullwhip wes AYC 
Kon-Tiki. doc AYC 
Korea Patrol war-mel A 
Lady Paname com A 
L’ Affaire dr A 
Last Holiday. dr A 
Last Illusion, The war-dr A 
Last Outpost, The mel-c A 
Law of the Badlands wes AYC 
Law of the Panhandle wes AYC 
Lemon Drop Kid, The mus-mel A 
Lightning Guns mus-wes AYC 
Lightning Strikes Twice mys-mel A 
Little Ballerina ‘ dr AYC 
Long Dark Hall, The. . cri-mel . 
Lorna Doone.... nov . 
Lovers of Verona, The dr . 
Lucky Nick Cain ; mel . 
Lullaby of Broadway mus-COM-C . 
“—— cri-mel . 


Quebec. . war-mel-c . 
Queen for a Day. dr . 
Queen of Spades, The. . 
Raiders of Tomahawk Creek .. mus-wes / 
Raton Pass 
Rawhide. . p 
Red Angel, The cri-mel ¢ 
Redhead and the Cowboy, The wes . 
Revenue Agent mel . 
Rhythm Inn mus-com . 
Ridin’ the Outlaw Trail MUS-WES « 
Rio Grande mus-mel . 
Rio Grande Patrol wes 4 
Rogue River mel-c 2 
Rough Riders of Durango wes AYC 
Royal Wedding mus-com-c A 
Rustlers on Horseback wes AY( 
Saddle Legion. .. wes 
Scarf, The a" cri-mel A 
Second Face, The.. dr A 
Second Woman, The mys-mel A 
Secret Brigade war-dr A 
Seven Days to Noon war-mel A 
1 
1 
{ 
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Seven Journeys war-dr . 
Short Grass wes / 
Sierra Passage wes - 
Silk Noose, The cri-mel . 
Silver City Bonanza mus-wes AYC 
Silver Raiders wes AYC 
Sinners, The. dr . 
Smuggler's Island mel-c . 
So Long at the Fair mys-mel . 
Soldiers Three. war-com / 
Song of My Heart. mus-dr . 
Sound of Fury, The. cri-dr . 
Spoilers of the Plains mus-wes 
Stage to Tucson wes-c AYC 
Steel Helmet, The... war-mel A 
Stolen Affections dr A 
Storm Warning cri-mel A 
Sugar Foot. . wes-c A 
Sword of Monte Cristo, The mel-c AYC 
Tales of Hoffman mus-dr-c A 
Taming of Dorothy, The 
Target Unknown. 
Tarzan’s Peril 
Teresa . 
Texans Never Cry... 
They Were Not Divided 
Thin Re from Another World, The 

Time Lucky.... 
Thirtesath Letter, The 
Three Desperate Men. 
Three Guys Named Mike 
Tomahawk. . 
Nee ry They Come, The 

of Robin Hood 
Treasure, The 
Treasured Earth 
Two Lost Worlds 
Under Mexicali Stars ‘ 
Under Sunny Skies _ propaganda-mus-com / 
Under the Gun... cri-mel A 
Undercover Girl cri-mel 2 
Up Front war-com A} 
U.S.S. Teakettle war-com / 
Valentino dr-c A 
Vendetta mus- es é 
Vengeance Valley 
Victors and the Vanquished, The. . war- > ‘ 
Vienna Blood 
Watch the Birdie 
Ways of Love 
West Point Story, The mus-com A 
When I Grow Up dr AYC 
Where Danger Lives mys-mel A 
Whirlwind mus-wes-c AYC 
Yank in Korea, A war-dr AYC 
Prelude to Fame : mus-dr A You Can't Fool an Irishman com AYC 
Pride of Maryland ..mel AYC You're in the Navy Now 
Prince of Peace, The dr-c AYC (see U.S.S, Teakettle) 


nwo 


NN 
o 


Ma and Pa Kettle 
Back on the Farm com AYC 
Mad Queen, The hist-dr A 
Mad Wednesday (originally set for release in 
1947 as The Sin of Harold Diddlebock)com A 
Magnet, The : ...d¢ AYC 
Magnificent Yankee, The... . biog AYC 
Man from Planet X, The. . ...80a AYC 
Man Who Cheated Himself, The 
Manon.... 
Marriage of Figaro. . 
Massacre H 
Mating Season, The 
Mill on the Po 
Minnie 
Miquette 
Missing Women 
Missourians, The 
Molly (see Goldbergs, The) 
Mr. Universe com . 
Mrs. O'Malley and Mr. Malone com A 
Mudlark, The hist-dr AYC 
Mulatto, The dr . 
My Brother, the Outlaw 
My Forbidden Past 
My True Story 
Mystery Submarine 
Naughty Arlette 
Navy Bound 
Never a Dull Moment 
Night Riders of Montana 
No Orchids for Miss Blandish 
North of the Great Divide wes-c 4 
Odette war-mel A 
Of Men and Music mus-doc AYC 
Oh! Susanna wes-mel-c A 
One Minute to Twelve dr A 
One Too Many dr A 
Only the Valiant hist-wes A 
Operation Disaster war-dr AYC 
Operation Pacific 
Operation X 
Orpheus 
Outlaw Gold 
Pagan Love Song mus-dr-c A 
Painted Hills, The mel-c AYC 
Paper Gallows, A oe” 
Payment on Demand dr A 
Perfect Woman, The com A, 
Pigmy Island mel AYC 
Prairie Roundup mus-wes AYC 
Prehistoric Women dr-c A 
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The Consumers’ Observation Post 


(Continued from page 4) 





period of one to two hours create a dangerous oxygen deficiency in a cabin 
that has no ventilation. The A.A.A. referred to the improvised heaters in some 
courts as "death traps" and commented that the A.A.A. would not furnish its 
approval emblem to any court having unvented gas heating facilities. Wise 
tourists are urged to make certain that there is a window that may be opened 
for ventilation in any cabin that has gas heat and that they check carefully to 
make sure that the gas or oil burner in any cabin they occupy is properly 
vented to the out-of-doors. 

* * * 

CHANGES IN EATING HABITS, particularly with respect to breakfast, are 
probably one cause of the deterioration in staying power of the English work- 
ingman in recent years, suggests a London physician writing to the Lancet 
(leading British medical journal). He points out that in earlier days most 
artisans started the day with a breakfast largely of pork, whereas today the 
morning meal is at best a bit of cereal. The high protein (meat) diet in the 
United States has long been recognized as an important factor in America’s 
productive capacity and output. Furthermore, it has come to be recognized, as 
a prominent U. S. nutrition expert recently pointed out, that "food is the most 
important environmental factor in protecting human health." It remains to be 
seen, however, how far British productive capacity will be allowed to deterior- 
ate before the situation is remedied. 

o- we 

PARADICHLOROBENZENE, long used as protection against moths, is now being 
recommended for use in preventing mildew on stored cotton and wool cloth and 
leather. In laboratory tests CR found that paradichlorobenzene prevented mil- 
dew from appearing on cotton and wool cloth, paper, and shoe leather, even 
under high humidity conditions. To do an effective job, the stored items must | 





Are you blinded by bright sales claims? 


“Superfine,” “a new marvel,” “nothing like it,” “America’s 
finest’’ —- they can’t all be that good. They often aren’t. 


If you have been dependent on sales and advertising claims for 
assistance in making your decision on what particular brand or make 
to buy, take off the blindfold. Let Consumers’ Research open your 
eyes with its scientific unbiased comparisons of products rated on a 
performance basis. Not showy words, but facts, CR’s practical 
money-saving information can help you make an effective choice of 
the brand or make that will best serve your needs and pocketbook. 
Whether it be a major purchase such as an automatic washing 
machine, a gas stove, an automobile, or just a cake of toilet 
you will find that CR’s ratings of products by brand name will e 
it possible for you to purchase economically and wisely. 


For one year, twelve issues, one each month, the subscription rate 
is om 5 3 add $2 more if you wish to place an ‘advance for the 
big 200- Annual Cumulative Bulletin, scheduled for mailing the 
latter ome September, that summarizes a wide range of CR's previous 
findings and presents, in addition, much new information that has never 
appeared in any other CR Bulletin. You will find @ convenient order 
blank on the next page. 
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be confined in a tight container so that the air around the articles to be pre- 
served is fully saturated with paradichlorobenzene vapor. Material to be pro- 
tected should be tightly wrapped and sealed with the paradichlorobenzene crys- 
tals inserted between the folds of the material in the same way as is recom— 
mended for protection of fabrics against moths. One chemical company reported 
that a 100-cubic foot closet that was relatively airtight was protected against 
development of mold by using one pound of paradichlorobenzene for the hot sum- 
mer months and another pound for the winter season. The paradichlorobenzene 
may be placed in a paper plate or other shallow container in order to give a 
large area of surface exposed so as to help maintain a high concentration in 
the air. Paradichlorobenzene vapor is poisonous, and should not be inhaled more 


than necessary, in handling it. 


* * * 


RECENTLY TESTED: 


but in the same price class with nylon. Several pairs were subjected by CR to 
laboratory tests and actual use tests to determine their performance, particu- 
larly with respect to deterioration by sunlight. After nine months’ exposure 
and four washings, one pair was new in appearance and showed no faded or dis- 
colored areas whatever. A second pair likewise retained its crisp appearance 
and its whiteness in a similar trial period. Laboratory tests indicated that 
there was little if any decrease in tensile strength after exposure in a lab- 
oratory oven at 125°C (257°F) for periods of 25, 50, 75, and 100 hours, re- 
spectively; and periods of exposure in a Fade-Ometer for the same periods, 
on other samples. There was little if any shrinkage after washing. Those who 
participated in the use test reported that the curtains were easy to wash and 
handled well in laundering. When the curtains were first hung a few tiny bits 
wf glass fiber dropped from them, and on that account it was judged desirable 
o shake them vigorously out of doors before hanging them for the first time. 
t is interesting to note in connection with CR’s check test of these par- 
Micular Fiberglas curtains that the findings correspond closely with the con- 
blusions of a study made by Hazel M. Fletcher of the Bureau of Human Nutrition 
@nd Home Economics on 27 curtain or drapery materials, which indicated that 
lass fabric (along with acetate rayon) was the most resistant to both heat and 
ight and would probably prove most durable for curtains, of all fabrics tested. 
ylon and silk were found to be the least resistant to heat and light of the 


gebrics tested. 
ens 
onsumers’ Research, Inc. Please check your preference: 


ashington, N. J. “| I enclose $5.00 (Canada & foreign, $5.50) for 
; — one year's subscription to Consumers’ Re- 
Please enter my order as checked. It is under- search Bulletin monthly (12 issues) AND the new 

‘ood that my handling of any CR material which 1951-52 Annual Cumulative Bulletin when it is 
§ marked ‘‘The analyses of commodities, products, *e*4Y in September 1951. 





or merchandise appearing in this issue of the Con- =} New |] Renewal 
mers’ Research Bulletin are for the sole informa- 
mn of Consumers’ Research subscribers”’ will be ‘ 
€ I enclose $3 (Canada & foreign, $3.50) for one 
im accordance with that direction. ~~ year’s subscription to Consumers’ Research 
; Bulletin monthly (12 issues). 
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BEGIN SUBSCRIPTION WITH sa New |_| Renewal 


: I enclose $2.00 (Canada & foreign, $2.25) for 
PLEASE SIGN IN LONGHAND “a copy of the forthcoming 1951-52 Annual 
Cumulative Bulletin. Since I am a subscriber to 
Consumers’ Research Bulletin (12 issues), I am 

entitled to the special rate. 
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CITY & ZONE___ 
} | enclose $3.25 (Canada & foreign, $3.50) for 
“— a subscription to the 1951-52 Annual Cumu- 
lative Bulletin alone when it is ready in September 
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Please Note 


In the ratings AA indicates highly recommended; A, recommended; B, intermediate; C 


nol recommended 


Although nearly all new releases of serious music are heard, space narrows comment, generally, to items which merit high ratings 


Hindemith: KAleine Kammermusik (Op. 24, No. 2) and 
Milhaud: La Cheminée du Roi René and Ibert: TJ rots 
Pieces Breves. Fairfield Wind Ensemble. Stradivari Records 
LP 606. $5.95. Connoisseur’s item, but there's more charm 
and good humor than you might imagine in these little pieces 
by our contemporaries. Expertly played by a wind quintet 
Well recorded in a spacious chamber Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording AA 


Mendelssohn: Concerto in E Minor. Stern (violin) with 
the Philadelphia Orchestra under Ormandy & Brahms: 
Sonata No. 3. Stern and Zakin (violin and piano). Columbia 
LP 4363. $5.45. Both works rank among the finest in the 
violin literature. The sonata was released on 78's in 1948 at 
which time | found it was “played with true Brahmsian 
feeling.”” The concerto is played straightforwardly by Stern 
with the orchestra giving adequate support. Recording of the 
violin seems to deteriorate very slightly near the label par 
ticularly in the sonata. But overall that is of little conse 
quence Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording A 
Mozart: Don Giovanni. Stabile, Konetzni, Pernerstorfer 
etc., under Swarowsky. 8 sides, Haydn Society LP Set 2030 
$23.80. The performance of this masterpiece is uneven but 
on the whole appropriate as to style. Best work is done by 
the artists named above. The orchestra plays well, and the 
direction is correct if not brilliant. Sharp Vienna recording 
Interpretation A 

Fidelity of Recording B 

Mozart: Quintet in G Minor (K516). Griller String Quartet 
with Gilbert (viola). London LP 132. $5.95. One of the 
supreme chamber works The playing is nearly perfect, 
abounding in lyrical feeling and power where demanded. Re 
cording sounds as it might from a rear balcony seat in an 
empty concert hall one microphone, resonant, wide range 
in which the tone is well blended. A case can be made for 
more intimate recording but of its kind it is excellent. Sur 
face noise is present to a minor degree. Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording AA 


Munich Philharmonic Orches 
tra under Eichhorn & Symphony No. 28. Bavarian Radio 
Orchestra under Albert. Mercury LP 10032. $4.85. Mozart 
was seventeen when he composed these symphonies but the 
stamp of genius is unmistakable. No. 25 is played more in 
cisively and meticulously The brilliant recording sounds 
best with the high frequency control turned down. Overall 
first choice of 11 new Mercury LP's. Running close behind 
in the order listed were Tchaikovsky's Nutcracker Suite; and 
Mozart's Piano Concerto No. 12 which is backed up by his 
Concerto in E Flat for Two Pianos Interpretation A 
Fidelity of Recording AA 


Offenbach: Tales of Hoffmann. Rounseville, Bond, Grandi, 
Ayars, etc., under Beecham. 6 sides, London LP Set LLPA 4 
$17.85 Melodious, engaging, and graceful opera, sung in 
English, taken from the original sound track of the London 
Films Production. Musical direction outstanding. Most of 
the performers are exceptionally good, with Rounseville and 
Ayars tops. Recording lacks the brilliant highs heard on the 
best FF RR but that is relatively unimportant here since the 
voices are well recorded and the words are clear. Some sur 
On the whole, a thrice welcome set 
Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording A 


Rossini: // Barbiere di Siviglia. Infantino, Badioli, Simion 
ato, Taddei, etc., under Previtali. 6 sides, Cetra-Soria LP 
Set 1211. $17.85. A witty masterpiece that has held its spot 
in the operatic repertory for more than a century. The per 
formance is better than | heard in the Met this season but 
direction lacks crispness. The singing is good with best work 


Mozart: Symphony No. 25 


face nore 


done by Simionato (the messe Rosina) and Taddei (Figaro) 
Recording somewhat muffled Interpretation A 
Fidelity of Recording A 

Schubert: Quartet in D Minor (“Death and the Maiden") 
Vienna Konzerthaus Quartet Westminster LP 5052. $5.95 
\ great chamber work. Imagination, warmth, and vitality 
in the playing. Excellent recording Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording AA 

Schubert: Symphony N 8 in B Minor (“Unfinished”) 
NBC Symphony Orchestra under Toscanini RCA Victor 
LP 54. $4.67 \ standard work which Toscanini conducts 
ibly, of course, but in no way illuminates more than Kousse 
vitzky and Walter Toscanini has been recorded in an 
acoustically “dead” studio which is unfortunate, for the music 
demands more resonance Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording A 

Schumann: Carnaval & Chopin: Senata No. 3. Guiomar 
Novaes (piano Vox LP 6710. $5.95. Two famous piano 
Novaes’ playing is always poetic and musical though 
ind pedaling are unconventional Re 
Overall 


works 

at times her rubato 

corded with clarity but there could be more bass 
while not perfect | found this disk delightful 

Interpretation A 

Fidelity of Recording A 

Vivaldi: ‘‘Bullfinch’’ Concerto in D; Sonata No. 6 for Flute; 

Pastorale for Flute; Cello Sonatas No. 2 and Ne. 6. Kaplan 

Bodky, Mayes, Boston String Orchestra under Poto \l 

legro LP 3009. $5.95. Most entertaining of four new Allegro 

LP's. Five chamber works by a seldom recorded musical 

All are well played by top Boston 

Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording A 

Wolf: Jialian Serenade. German Philharmonic of Prague 

under Keilberth & Mozart: Symphony Ne. 32 (“Overture in 

the Italian Style’) Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra under 
von Benda. Capitol-Telefunken LP 8131. $2.98. The Wolf 
is played a bit heavily. Yet I found this the most enjoyable 
of 5 new 10-inch Capitol releases offering two selections of 
about 9 minutes each, something new and desirable Re 
cording of most of these numbers is deep chamber, one- 
microphone effect of about 5000 cycles top and limited vol- 
lnterspectation At 

Fidelity of Recording B 

OTHER LP’S HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 

(for interpretation and for fidelity) 

CAPITOI Dukas: ipprentice & Gretrys 
Cephale et Pocris. INR Symphony Orchestra under André 
on 8135 

LONDON Barber: Symphony No. 2 
Orchestra under the Composer on 334 
Barber: Medea Ballet Suite New Symphony Orchestra 
under the Composer on 333 
Schubert: Fantasie in C Major (Op. 15 
(plano) on &3 

1 Chopin Recital. Wilhelm Backhaus (piano) on 317 
Piano Music of Lisst. Wilhelm Kempff (piano) on 315 

RCA VICTOR Helen Traubel Sings Wagner (Vol. 11) on 
1123 

RECOMMENDED SINGLE RECORDS 

COLUMBIA 78'S Fedora Barbieri (mezzo) sings four 
Verdi arias on 73183/4 

VICTOR 45'S Four Traditional Hebrew numbers sung by 
Cantor Kusevitzky on 49-3210/1 Arias from Caval/eria 
and La Forsa del Destine sung by Mario Lanza on 49-3209 

Victoria de los Angeles sings Mozart and Massenet on 
49-3227 and Wagner on 49-3213 Boston Pops Orches 
tra plays Jass Legato and Jess Pissicate and The Banjo on 
49-1435; also Lecuona’s Malaguena and Wolf-Ferrari's 
Dance of the Camorristi on 49-1431 Pianist lturbi plays 
two numbers by de Falla on 49-1427 


giant of the 17th century 


artists. Satisfactory recording 


ume range 


Sorcerer’ 


New Symphony} 


Clifford Curzon 
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Cumulative Index for Comsumers’ Research Bulletins 
@ JULY 1951 (VOL. 28, NO. 1) THROUGH DECEMBER 1951 (VOL. 28, NO. 6) 
— 


Single BULLETINS are available, at 30 cents. The month of issue is followed by the number of 


the pages on which the item appears. Entries marked (*) are longer or more comprehensive items. 


Month Page Month Page 
; factor in gout July ...29-30 “Battery improvers : -Oct...26 
Batteries, automobile Nov...16-18* 
Binoculars Sept... /0-12* 
Broilers, electric, table 


\ltimeter, automobile 
\nemia, overuse of onions a factor 
\ntennas, television, care in installing 
\ntibiotics Aug...21-22° Can opener 
Anti freeze, auton »bile Dec. 17 glass jars, tor treezers 
calcium chloride, unfit for use Oct...29 Canning, home, types of spoilage 
\ntiperspirants, new compound Sept...4 Carpets and rugs, synthetic fibers, new blends 
\ppliances, electric Cellophane, shortage 
automatic features, disadvantages July...30 Chair, “‘contour”’ style 
broilers, table Nov...5-8* Chlorophyll deodorant, household 
dryer, clothes Dec...22* personal 
hair, portable July...30 hristmas tree ornaments and lights, plastic 
dishwashers, automatic Dec...15 ‘igarettes, mentholated, cause of skin rash 
elements, ‘heating, repair Nov misleading claims 
fans July...2 ‘itizens, free, America's best asset 
freezers, home, food Dec...5-12 ‘leaner, wallpaper 
ice cream July...8- ‘lothes dryer 
refrigerators, 1951 Sept...5-9°*; . ‘lothing 
stoves, table cotton, care in washing 
washing machines, automatic, GE, furs, synthetic, for parka linings 
pump baffle d - girdles, misleading advertising 
small “personal” Nov.../3 girdles and corsets, relation to health Aug...3 
\utomobiles hosiery, women’s, “‘snag-resistant” finishes .Sept...3-4 
altimeter rayon, standards July...3; Aug...4 
anti-treeze shirts, men's Nov...9-/2* 
calcium chloride, unfit for use é skirt, “‘stainproof” Nov...30 
batteries Nov suits, summer, men's i July.../1-16* 
“battery improvers” Coal, anthracite, reduction in slack season buying .July...4 
carburetor troubles Consumers’ Observation 
chrome trim, lowered quality . Post each issue, beginning at page 3* 
cooling system manual Corkscrews July.../9-20* 
engine replacement f Cosmetics : 
gasoline, union price-fixing . creams containing estrogens or hormones. . . Sept...30 
unleaded vs. leaded d deodorant, chlorophyll, personal Aug...3 
gasoline lines, preventing freezing Nov shampoos Oct...5-8* 
insurance, price increase . harmful ingredients Dec...4 
motor cleaner Nov shaving creams, lather and brushless Dec.../3-14* 
new-car’’ smell, chemical spray Creams, cosmetic, containing estrogens or 
1951 hormones Sept...30 
Cadillac 62, Oldsmobile Super 88, Plym Curtains, shower, plastic July...26* 
outh P23 Cranbrook, De Soto Custom 
Hudson Pacemaker July...5-7 
Buick Special 41D, Chevrolet DeLuxe 
Powerglide, Dodge Meadowbrook (plus 
4-page table rating 1951 cars tested). Aug...5-/6* 
oil, crankcase, additives Sept.../6-19* 


. Dp I, health hazard Sept... 
Deodorant, chk wophyll, household July...30 

personal Aug...3; Dec...29 
Detergents, household, dishwashing Oct... 15-18* 
Diet, eating habits Sept...29 
July...4 faulty Sept.../ 
nile nial Oct 22-24° high protein, advantageous after surgery. . Nov...4, 29 


lubricating, expected mileage 


j obesity, restriction of food Aug...3-4 
Dishwashers, automatic Dec...15-17* 
tire, epare, availability July...3 Dishwashing detergents, household Oct... 15-18" 
ventilating systems often hazardous Nov...24 Drinks, cold, for picnics Oct...4 
waxes and polishes July...17-18° Dry-cleaning problem, home cold-wave solutions. .July...4 
ottoman fabrics Sept...29 
cent ters, for home use Sept...20-23* shoulder pads 
Basements, dampness, control Oct...25 skirts, fluted 


power, too great lor salety July 
storage, dead Dec...29-30 





Month Page 
Dec...22° 
July...30 


Dryer, clothes 
hair, portable 


Eaitor ial 


Fabric s, ottoman, dry-cleaning problem 


rayon, standards 


each issue, page 2 


Sept...2° 
July...3; Aug...4 
Fan, midget Aug...20 
Fans, electric July...24* 
Faucet spray Nov...29-30 
Filters, photographic Sept...25-26* 
home Nov 
24-25*; Nov 


Fire-alarm devices 
Flowers, cut, preserving July 
for the sickroom, care in choosing 
Fluoridation of city water 
supplies Aug...4; Oct...30; 
Food 
bakery products, artificial butter flavor 
beverages, misleading claims 
canning, home, types of spoilage 
fruit juices, concentrated, quality 
meat, frozen, cooking 
prime cuts, OPS controls 
problems in Great Britain 
source of energy 
“Meat for the Table,” 


molasses, crude black, misleading claims 


a new book 


onmons, overuse, Causing anemia 

orange juice to order 

packaged, strange ingredients 

shrimp, price-fixing by union 

syrup, sugar, adulterated 
Freezers, home, food 

ice-cream 


Furs, synthetic, for parka linings 


Gas, natural, expected shortage d 
Gasoline, union price-fixing Sept...3 
unleaded vs. leaded Aug...4 
Gasoline lines, automobile, preventing 
lreezing 
Girdles, misleading advertising Dec 
Girdles and corsets, relation to health Aug 


Ha, i: dryer, portable 


Heating equipment, selling, high-pressure 


Nov... /9-20* 
3 
3 


July...30 

Aug...3 
Hosiery, women's Sept...3-4 
Humidity, and corrosion of metals Sept...26 


“snag-resistant”’ finishes 


July...4-/0* 
Insects, control Sept... /3-15* 

flower and shrub, booklet Aug...29-30 
Insurance, automobile, price increase Dec...3-4 


1 e-cream freezers 


Aug...29 
Aug.../7-20° 
unusual hazard Nov...3-4 
14-15* 
10° 


Ledtio, metal, hazards in use 

Lawn mowers, power 

Laxatives, gelatinous-type 
methylcellulose Nov 


Lenses, photographic, quality July 


Maa: for the Table,”’ a new book Oct...30 
Mi roscopes low-priced Nov...4* 
each issue* 
Aug.../7-20* 


Motion pictures 


Mowers, lawn, power 


Month Page 


Needie threader, automatic, and sewing kit Nov...30 
Needle-threading device, for sewing machines July...25 
Nut kit for home repair and hobbycraft Dec....30 
Oresity, restriction of food Aug...3-4 
Oil, automobile crankcase, additives Sept.../6-19* 

automobile lubricating, expected mileage July...4 

automobile motor Oct...22-24* 


Print peeling, electric Dec...23-24* 
Painting in cold weather Nov... /2-/3* 
Sept...30 

July...3 
Phonograph records each issue* 
Photographic equipment, filters Sept...25-26° 
July.../0* 
Pianos, selection Sept.../2* 
Plumbing, high cost, causes Oct...3-4 
Prices, lower, not wanted by government July...18 


Pencil, mechanical, novelty 
Penicillin, allergic reactions 


lenses, quality 


Raaio, FM, increase in popularity Sept...4 
Radio-phonograph combinations Dec...2/* 
Recording, disk and tape Oct..4 
Refrigerators, electric, 1951 Sept...5-9*; Oct...12-14* 
Rodenticide, Warfarin Nov...2/-22° 
Rugs and carpets, synthetic fibers, new blends Oct...4 


Sostic tank, kitchen sink drainage 
Sewage disposal plants, problem of synthetic 
detergents 
Sewing machines, needle-threading device 
Shampoos 
harmful ingredients 
Shaving creams, lather and brushless 
Shirts, men's 
Silver-plating solution 
Silverware, misleading advertising 
Soil, arsenic-contaminated, reclaiming 
Solder, ribbon 
Stoves, table, electric Oct 
Suits, summer, men's July 


I elevision 


antennas, care in installing 
effect on American life 
improved performance and lower prices 


Dec.. 30 
19-21° 
11-16* 


interference from old-type lamp bulbs 
receivers . Oct 
Tennis balls 
Tire, spare, automobile, availability 
Toilet seats 
Tooth decay 
prevention.July...4; Aug...4; Sept...3; Oct 
Tularemia, new antibiotic believed a cure 
Typewriters, portable Dec 


30; Dec...4 
Sept...29-30 
18-20* 


\ itamin A, treatment of premenstrual tension. ..Oct...4 


W atipaper cleaner Oct...30 


Warfarin rodenticide Nov...2/-22° 
Warts, plantar, X-ray therapy Aug...4 
Washing machines, automatic, GE, pump baffle. Aug...20 
small “personal” Nov... /3* 
Water supplies, city 
fluoridation Aug 
Waxes and polishes, automobile July 


4; Oct...30; Dec...12 
17-18" 
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